
Do not store up for yourselves 
treasures on earth, where moth 

and rust destroy, and where 
thieves break in and steal.  

But store up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where 

neither moth nor rust destroys, 
and where thieves do not break 

in or steal; for where your 
treasure is, there your

heart will be also.

~Matthew 6:19-21 (NASB)
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1)	 The Tension Of Talking About Treasure

A)	 Generally speaking, religious organizations have a horrible 
reputation when it comes to “appeals for money.”

B)	 In fact, most pastors rarely speak about giving/tithing/
donations despite the fact that Jesus Christ teaches more 
about money/treasure than Heaven & Hell -- combined.

C)	 There is a natural fear in the pew & the pulpit when it comes 
to talking about money.  This can produce a strange tension 
and sensitivity to the subject.  Why?
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Our own Christian & Missionary Alliance President, Dr. 
Gary Benedict, recently sent out an invitation 
for every attender of C&MA churches to join 
together in understanding our role as God’s 
stewards.  Dr. Benedict recommends the 
booklet pictured here, noting that it “provides 

a balance of Scripture and practical applications which 
convey the biblical foundations for being generous 
stewards of God’s resources.”
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I’ve been strug-
gling over what to 

say regarding cur-
rent Great Commis-
sion Fund (GCF) 
giving. On one hand, 
Alliance opportuni-
ties for global minis-
try have never been 
greater. On the other, 
our ability to fund 
them has never been 
so challenging.

In recent months, giving to the GCF has 
lagged significantly behind expenses. Alliance 
leaders have worked hard to keep spending at 
95 percent of budget. However, income is at 
the 93 percent level—leaving a potential short-
fall of $800,000. As a result, we are imple-
menting a budget reduction plan that cuts Alli-
ance missionary allowances by 7 percent and 
National Office staff (including district super-
intendents) salaries between 7 and 10 percent. 
This reduction begins April 1.

I deeply appreciate your support of the 
GCF through the first months of this budget 
year. Without the sacrificial gifts from you and 
your church family, Alliance ministries could 

not continue. That’s why it’s difficult for me to 
bring this up. But frankly, we need your help. 
And we need it now.

Many of you already are preparing to pro-
mote Great Commission Sunday in your 
churches and will challenge your people to 

give above and beyond their usual giving to 
the GCF. I hope this letter reinforces my desire 
for you and your church to be part of this 
event. Some of you may feel led to take a spe-
cial GCF offering in your churches immediately.
I pray that God will direct you as you decide 
how to help meet this need.

Please be in prayer in the days ahead. Pray 
that our Father will give us wisdom to know 
how to act. Pray that He will move His people 
to give sacrificially. And pray that the allow-
ance reductions will not adversely affect our 
missionaries working in difficult places around 
the world.

Friends, the Alliance family has been un-
compromising in its passion for reaching the 
lost, both overseas and in the United States, for 
more than a century. Let’s stop at nothing to 
ensure that this Christ-commissioned work 
moves forward for God’s glory.

Living the Call together,

Gary M. Benedict
President

PS: Attached is a letter from Randy and Alicia 
Clarke, missionaries to Uruguay, highlighting 
their ministry and explaining how reductions 
in GCF funding will impact their work.
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We need your help. 
And we need it now.

Let’s stop at nothing to ensure that this 
Christ-commissioned work moves forward.
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2)	 The Clear Connection Between Our Spiritual Lives & 
How We Utilize Money

A)	 When asked about bearing “fruits in keeping with 
repentance” (Luke 3:7), John the Baptizer noted...

i)	 Give from what you have to those who have nothing 
(Luke 3:11).

ii)	 Don’t overcharge others for unfair or unethical profits 
(Luke 3:13).

iii)	 Don’t extort money from people, be content with your 
wages (Luke 3:14).

B)	 Note that John was never asked about money!  He was 
asked “in light of our repentance from sins, how then should 
we live” (Luke 3:10)?  The Baptizer’s answers reveal the 
connection between the heart and our money!

C)	 Jesus Christ alludes to the same connection numerous times 
in Scripture, most notably with Zaccheus in Luke 19:1-10.  
Note that Zaccheus...

i)	 Spontaneously gives what he owned, and what he had 
stolen as a tax collector, to the poor and to those he 
defrauded, with substantial interest (Like 19:8).

ii)	 Jesus response is recognition of the connection 
between the spiritual life or a person and their material 
possessions (Luke 19:9-10).

D)	 Contrast Zaccheus’ response with that of the “rich young 
ruler” (Matthew 19:16-26).  Note that the rich young ruler’s 
response to Jesus reveals an intimate connection between 
our spiritual lives and material possessions (19:23-24).

3)	 Which Kingdom Receives Our Investment?

A)	 Jesus’ teaching about money is summarized in terms of 
investment (Matthew 6:19-24).  The question Jesus asks is 
where your investment will reside, on earth or in heaven?

B)	 Is Jesus saying that earthly treasures are evil?  No.  He is 
saying that earthly treasures are temporary.  Earthly money 
won’t last, it “flies away” like a bird (Proverbs 23:5). 

C)	 Jesus contrasts these earthly treasures with an investment 
which will last forever, an investment in the Kingdom of God 
(Matthew 6:20).  This investment is insured by God Himself!

4)	 The “Zaccheus Principle” Of Investment

A)	 Immediately after Zaccheus’ response of generosity to the 
poor and repayment to those he had defrauded, Jesus tells a 
parable revealing the “Zaccheus Principle” (Luke 19:11-27).

B)	 The parable (a story which has two levels of meaning, one of 
which reveals the Kingdom of God, cf. Mark 4:10-12) reveals 
that what we invest in this world carries forward into the 
future (Luke 19:15ff).

C)	 The parable also teaches that our investment in the Kingdom 
of God is not a 1:1 (one-to-one) investment (Luke 19:17, 
24-25, see also Matthew 19:29).  The investment produces 
rewards which are lavish (Luke 19:25-26).

D)	 The parable also teaches that neglecting to invest in the 
Kingdom of God is foolishness (Luke 19:20-23).  This lack of 
investment reveals a heart which is not for God.


