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The Wheat & The Weeds

Long Beach Alliance Church • June 27, 2021 • Jack Littlefield

Jesus' Guide to Life in Conflicting, Confusing, and Crucial Times
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43; John 3:17; 1 Timothy 1:15; Luke 19:10

I.	I.	 Endure with perspectiveEndure with perspective
	 Context of opposition: Matthew 12:24, 34, 39, 41-42; 13:53-58; 13:24-30
	 What was the disciples’ understanding of the Messiah’s Kingdom? Daniel 2:44; 7:27; 
	 Isaiah 2:1-4; Isaiah 11:4-10; Zechariah 14	

	 A.	 Understanding that the current phase of the Kingdom is a process, 13:24

	 B.	 Understanding that the current phase of the Kingdom has small beginnings, 13:24

	 C.	 Understanding that the current phase of the Kingdom has a “hidden” aspect,  
		  Matthew 13:30; see also Bonus Outline #1; 2 Corinthians 5:7; Hebrews 11:6, 8-16

	 D.	 Understanding the devil’s role in the current phase of the Kingdom, Matthew 13:25, 
 		  38-39; John 8:44; Ephesians 2:1-2; 2 Corinthians 4:3-4

	 E.	 Understanding that the current phase of the Kingdom includes the apparent triumph 
 		  of wickedness, Matthew 13:25-30

II.	II.	 Endure with expectation,Endure with expectation, Matthew 13:28-30; see also 13:18-23, 31-33, 47-50;  
	 Hebrews 10:37; Revelation 11:15

III.	III.	 Endure with patienceEndure with patience,, Matthew 13:28-30, 18-23; Luke 8:15; John 17:11 yet 17:14;  
	 1 Peter 2:12; Hebrews 12:1; 10:35-36; John 15:8; 2 Peter 3:8

	 Why this period of delay? Why do we have to wait?
		  1.   To make the character of the wheat clear
		  2.  To make the character of the weeds clear
		  3.  To give you the opportunity to believe in Jesus and change from weed to wheat!
		  4.  To give you the opportunity to reach what looks like weeds now, so that they will 
 		       become wheat

IV.	IV.	 Endure with urgency,Endure with urgency, Matthew 13:40-42

	 A.	 Urgency about your own future, Matthew 13:30, 41-42, 47-50; 13:37; John 14:6; 
 		  Acts 4:12; Romans 5:8; 6:4-7; Psalm 103:12; Ezekiel 36:26; Galatians 4:6;  
		  John 6:28-29; 2 Corinthians 13:5; 2 Peter 1:10-12; Hebrews 2:3

	 B.	 Urgency about the future of others, Jude 22-23; Mark 16:15; Acts 1:9 James 5:20

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 



BONUS OUTLINE #1: BONUS OUTLINE #1: The Hidden Aspect of the Current Age: The Kingdom Parables of Matthew 13The Hidden Aspect of the Current Age: The Kingdom Parables of Matthew 13
1.	 The Seed in Four Soils, Matthew 13:1-23
2.	 The Wheat and the Weeds Growing Together, Then Separated, Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
3.	 The Mustard Seed’s Steady and Incredible Growth, Matthew 13:31-32
4.	 The Leaven Spreading Through the Loaf, Matthew 13:33
5.	 The Treasure of Extreme Value Hidden in the Field, Matthew 13:44
6.	 The Pearl of Extreme Value, Matthew 13:45-46
7.	 The Dragnet and the Separation of Good Fish from Bad, Matthew 13:47-50
8.	 The Head of the House Who Uses New Things and Old, 13:52

BONUS OUTLINE #2: True or False? Matthew’s Interest in Good and BadBONUS OUTLINE #2: True or False? Matthew’s Interest in Good and Bad Elements Mixed Elements Mixed 
 	 Together in the Current Phase of the Kingdom 	 Together in the Current Phase of the Kingdom
1.	 False prophets, Matthew 7:15-20
2.	 False church workers, Matthew 7:21-23
3.	 False plants with false growth, Matthew 13:1-23
4.	 False wheat, Matthew 13:24-30, 37-43
5.	 False fish, Matthew 13:47-50
6.	 False guests, Matthew 22:11-14
7.	 False servants, Matthew 25:24-30

BONUS OUTLINE #3: Types of Fruit in the New TestamentBONUS OUTLINE #3: Types of Fruit in the New Testament
“By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be My disciples.” John 15:8“By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be My disciples.” John 15:8
1.	 The fruit of good works, Matthew 3:8; 7:16-20; Luke 3:8-14; Romans 6:22
2.	 The fruit of Christian character, Galatians 5:22-23; Ephesians 5:9; James 3:18
3.	 The fruit of righteousness in response to discipline, Hebrews 12:11
4.	 The fruit of souls won, John 4:36
5.	 The fruit of peacemaking, James 3:18
6.	 The fruit of praise, Hebrews 13:15
7.	 The fruit of giving money, Romans 15:26-28; Philippians 4:17 (4:10-18)
8.	 Fruit in general, unspecified, Matthew 7:16-20; Mark 4:3-20; John 15:1-8, 16

BONUS OUTLINE #4: Seven Easy Ways to Be a Witness: Tell Your Own StoryBONUS OUTLINE #4: Seven Easy Ways to Be a Witness: Tell Your Own Story
1.	 Talk about how Jesus has brought you out of guilt, despair or distress
2.	 Talk about how Jesus has transformed your character
3.	 Talk about how Jesus has answered your prayers
4.	 Talk about how Jesus has brought you through difficult times
5.	 Talk about how Jesus has given you victory over temptation
6.	 Talk about how Jesus has given you hope for the future 
7.	 Talk about how Jesus has given you victory over death or a serious illness

Jack Littlefield teaches English in a public school in Santa Ana. A graduate of Talbot Theological 
Seminary, he served as a senior pastor for 20 years, including four years with Long Beach Alliance 
Church. You can contact Jack by email at littlefieldjack@yahoo.com, or on Facebook as well.



Notes Page
(A page for notes (or for doodles) about the sermon!)



THank you for your generous support 
of the silent auction and Raffle!

The fundraiser brought in 
$6744 

for our children and youth.

Items can be picked up today in 
room 204 right after church.

Sunday Help NeededSunday Help Needed
•	 Set up/Tear down ez-ups
•	 Set up/Tear down tables in the Courtyard
•	 Help Set up for Gospel Project
•	 Make coffee & Set up coffee station 
•	 Clean up coffee station
•	 Make sure the facility is secure & locked

Please contact Please contact jeremiah@lbac.org,jeremiah@lbac.org, or  or office@lbac.org,office@lbac.org, to help to help 

ALLIANCE YOUTH 
Otllllf[ SIU:~l A.UCTIOtl 

-· 
' 

mailto:jeremiah%40lbac.org%2C?subject=
mailto:office%40lbac.org?subject=


Register NowRegister Now
KidsKids 

(preschool thru 5th grade) 
$25 - includes t-shirt

https://lbac.org/connections/vbs-registration/

Volunteers
https://lbac.org/connections/vbs-volunteer-registration/https://lbac.org/connections/vbs-volunteer-registration/

July July 12-1612-16VBSVBS

QUESTIONS???
Meghan Brearley

562.708.9261
meghan@lbac.org

https://lbac.org/connections/vbs-volunteer-registration/
mailto:meghan%40lbac.org?subject=
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            long beach alliance church offices            long beach alliance church offices
                 3331 palo verde avenue  · long beach, ca · 90808-4113                 3331 palo verde avenue  · long beach, ca · 90808-4113

                     phone: 562.420.1478 email: office@lbac.org  website: www.lbac.org
                    church office hours: Tuesdays & Thursdays 10:00AM-5:00PM

                                            www.facebook.com/longbeachalliancechurch

church staff teamchurch staff team
michelle crammer, office manager 
917.288.3424 • michelle@lbac.org

chris lankford, lead pastor 
562.685.4132 • chris@lbac.org

justin enayat, worship producer                          
562.754.7163 • justin@lbac.org

jeremiah holden, worship tech intern 
760.224.4178 • jeremiah@lbac.org

meghan brearley, children's director  
562.708.9261 • meghan@lbac.org

jesse duckett, youth pastor  
562.454.7122 • jesse@lbac.org

tina rand, receptionist & treasurer 
562.900.8385 • tina@lbac.org

scott trickett, associate pastor 
562.972.5306 • scott@lbac.org 

Men’s Ministries  
Link to LBAC Men’s Ministry! 

Contact: mensministry@lbac.org

Growth Groups  
Link to LBAC Growth Groups! 

Mid-week Adult Bible Studies (back in Fall)

Women’s Ministries 
Link to LBAC Women’s Ministry! 

Women’s Ministry Event Information 
Contact: office@lbac.org

Lydia House Meals Ministry 
3rd Thursday each month

Women Connecting with Missions 
3rd Tuesday each month  @ 7:00PM (on hold)

Crafty Women 
3rd Saturday each month  @ 10:00AM

Missions  
LinkLink toto LBACLBAC Missions!Missions!

Children's Ministries  
Link to LBAC Children’s Ministries! 

Sunday Mornings: 
Gospel Project @ 10:30AM 

Fun-N-Funky  @ 11:15AM (on hold)

AWANA 
Link to LBAC AWANA 

Wednesday Nights September-May (on hold)

Youth Ministries  
Link to LBAC Youth Ministries! 

Link to LBAC Youth Instagram Page 
Every Tuesday & Thursday Night @ 7:00PM

Sunday, June 27	 	  
	 9:45AM	 Prayer Time in Rm 102	  
	 10:30AM	 Gospel Project: Children’s Ministry 
	 10:30AM	 INDOOR & Livestream 
		  Worship & Celebration!

Monday, June 28 
	 7:00PM	 Pure Desire Meeting 
	 7:00PM	 SIA In-Person & Zoom Mtg

Tuesday, June 29 
	 7:00PM	 Youth Group: The Deep

Wednesday, June 30	  
	 7:00PM	 Book of Revelation Study (offsite)

Thursday, July 1		 		
	10:00AM	 Youth Beach Days @ Huntington 
	 6:00PM	 Summer Youth Group (SYK)

Friday, July 2	 	 		
	 8:00PM	 NA In-Person Mtg

Sunday, July 4	 🎇🎆	  
	 9:45AM	 Prayer Time in Rm 102	  
	 10:30AM	 INDOOR & Livestream 
		  Worship & Celebration!
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