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BAC’s [Femifly Callendkr & Events

Sunday, May 3 MISSIONS
9:30AM At Home Worship Service https//www.Ibac.org/missions

GROWTH GROUPS
http;//www.lbac.org/gg

Mid-week Adult Bible Studies

Sunday, May 10
9:30AM At Home Worship Service CHILDREN'S MINISTRIES
L 4 Happg_MDThM‘A Doy http:/www.lbac.org/children

Sunday Mornings: Gospel Project @ 9:30AM
Fun N Funky @ 11:15AM

No activities o ana

Wednesday Nights September through May

0 r eve "fs YOUTH MINISTRIES

http://www.lbac.org/youth

a l ' owed a‘r The Process High School~ Tuesdays @ 7:00PM
Junior High Live ~ Thursdays @ 7:00PM
c h u rc h a'l' WOMEN'S MINISTRIES
https//www.Ibac.org/women
Women's Ministry Event Information
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f ls f l me Contact: deya@charter.net
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Lydia House Meals Ministry
Contact: mcoliver789@msn.com

]
as p e r c Ify Women Connecting with Missions

3" Tuesday of each month @ 7:00PM

Crafty Women
a “ s a e 2" Saturday of each month @ 10:00AM

MEN'S MINISTRIES

re s f r i c‘r i 0 “ s . http://www.lbac.org/men

Contact: mensministry@Ibac.org
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Endless Possibilities:

Drinking Water from A Deep Well

LONG BEACH ALLIANCE CHURCH « MAY 3, 2020 - PASTOR CHRIS LANKFORD

1) Washlng Away the Wax

In the late 20" Century, a major restoration/conservation effort
began on the fresco paintings on the ceiling of the Sistine
Chapel. The purpose of the cleaning was to remove 400+ years
of candle wax, water damage, and grimy smoke deposits from
Michaelangelo’s magnificent Renaissance paintings.

B. When you strip away centuries of grime and thick wax, there is
delicate balance between removing all the grimy build-up which
obscures the magnificence of the artwork, and making sure you
don’t unintentionally strip too much away and end up with a
bleached and faded surface lacking both character and meaning.

C. The same is true when we read the 2,000 year old Jesus stories from
the Gospels! We want to strip away the things which obscure the
original story (our presuppositions) to see Jesus’ teaching clearly
(timeless truths) in order to apply them (faithfully) in our lives.

D. This is the challenge for our story today! There are so many
interesting contextual details, fascinating geographical points of
interest, and religio-political aspects of the story -- we could ‘miss
seeing the forest for the trees’ and unintentionally wax-over the
most significant aspects of Christ’s teaching. Let’s not do that today!

E. For the sake of simplicity and focus, today’s story is about a
Samaritan woman with a questionable moral history. In our day and
age of social distancing, that last sentence reveals three important
areas of ethnic, gender, and moral distancing which we are about to
witness Jesus dissolve for the exclusive sake of the Gospel.

2) A Woman and A Well @onn 41-15)

A. Samaritans were hated because they reminded the Jews of a sad and
wicked time in the nation’s history of foreign occupation and (often)
exploitation by men against women resulting in half-breed children
in the region of Samaria (2 Kings 17-18), the area in-between the Sea
of Galilee to the North and Jerusalem to the South (see next page).

B. These children, known as the Samaritans, developed their own
version of the Torah, rejected the rest of the Old Testament, and
built their own place of worship in Samaria - rejecting the Temple
in Jerusalem. This deepened Jewish hatred for Samaritans, and
increased racial and political tensions against Samaritans in Israel.






Jesus “had to pass through Samaria” (John 4:4), a foreshadowing
of Christ’s spiritual purposes which are about to unfold, despite the
‘ethnic distancing’ you would expect between Jews and Samaritans.

Jacob’s well was a place where God provided for His people and
their survival in the past (Genesis 48:22) and is also near the burial
location of Joseph, another historical reference to God’s preserving
of His people (note Genesis 50:20-21).

Since it is the middle of the day (noontime in a desert = HOT), and
Jesus is weary, he would like a drink but has nothing with which to
draw water. So, ignoring normal ‘gender distancing’ practices, he
asks a Samaritan woman for some water.

This launches the woman and Jesus into a conversation about
physical and spiritual thirst, and much like Nicodemus’ confusion
over physical vs. spiritual birth (John 3:1-21), the woman struggles to
understand Jesus and her true spiritual thirst (John 4:7-15).

Jesus uses everyday easy-to-understand objects to illustrate spiritual
need and provision. Don’t miss that Jesus regularly uses normal
organic life realities (thirst, birth, sight, hunger) to illustrate the
loving provision of God for our spiritual needs!

3) A Woman and Her Well conn 4:16-26)

A.

We find out why Jesus “had” to come to Samaria in the next section.
Jesus draws a parallel between her spiritual thirst and her physical
thirst, by asking her a revealing question about marriage. Essentially,
Jesus reveals that she has been trying to satisfy her spiritual thirst by
mowing through several husbands, and is now sleeping with a man
to whom she is not even married.

Don’t be distracted by the question, “how could Jesus know that
about her?!” Jesus knows because God revealed it! More significantly
we should ask -- what is the timeless truth here? | believe the truth
Jesus reveals is this: people try to satisfy spiritual thirst/hunger in
physical ways which can never satisfy (note Jeremiah 2:12-13).

The world promises satisfaction so we drink and eat it up, but for all
its promises, there is no way to find satisfaction for our deep God-
given spiritual needs through this world (2 Peter 2:17-22).

In a somewhat hilarious comment, the woman deflects Jesus’ insight
and tries to distract Him with THE theological question of the day
between Jews & Samaritans about the location of worship. But Jesus
guides the conversation back to her spiritual need for truth.

Note how Jesus relationally engages the woman, while keeping the
focus on her need which ultimately leads to Jesus’ self-revealing as
the Promised One, the Messiah! And then comes the best part...



