
Sunday, January 5 
9:00AM Morning Coffee 
9:30AM Worship & Celebration 
11:15AM Foundations Class: Session 3: Week 1 

4:00PM Health Talk 

Monday, January 6 
6:ooPM Compulsive Eaters Anonymous 
7:00PM Pure Desire Ministry 

MISSIONS 

http://www.lbac.org/missions 

GROWTH GROUPS 
http://www.lbac.org/gg 

Mid-week Adult Bible Studies 

CHILDREN'S MINISTRIES 
http://www.lbac.org/children 

7:00PM Survivors of Incest Anonymous 

Tuesday, January 7 
Sunday Mornings: Gospel Project @ 9:30AM 

Fun N Funky @ 11:15AM 

10:00AM All Staff Team Meeting 
6:ooPM Student Leaders 
7:00PM The Process-High School 

Wednesday, January 8 
6:30PM AWANA 

Thursday, January 9 

AWANA 
http://www.lbac.org/awana 

Wednesday Nights September through May 

YOUTH MINISTRIES 

http://1vww.lbac.org/youth 

7:00PM Junior High Live 

Friday, January 10 

The Process Hig h School- Tuesdays @ 7:00PM 
Junior Hig h live - Thursdays @ 7:00PM 

6:30AM M en's Bible Study on Campus 

8:ooPM Narcotics Anonymous 

Saturday, January 11 
8:ooAM Men's Breakfast 
9:00AM Compulsive Eaters Anonymous 
9:00AM Deaconess Meeting 

10:00AM Crafty Wom en 

Sunday, January 12 
9:00AM Morning Coffee 
9:30AM Worship & Celebration 
11:15AM Foundations Class: Session 3: Week 2 
12:30PM Hume Parent Meeting 
7:00PM Golf Tournament Committee Meeting 

WOMEN'S MINISTRIES 

http://www.lbac.org/women 

Women's Ministry Event Information 
Contact: deya@charter.net 

Lydia House Meals Ministry 
Contact: mcoliver789@msn.com 

Women Connecting with Missions 
3'' Tuesday o f each month @ 7:00PM 

Cra~y Women 
2"" Sat urday of each month @ 10:00AM 

MEN'S MINISTRIES 

http://www.lbac.org/men 





Ll<jHT ALWAYS ILLVMINAT~S WHAT'S HIC>C>~N IN TH~ C>ARKN~SS 

A. Strangely, Paul (the writer of Romans), expresses unabashed confidence 
in the Gospel of Jesus Christ (Romans 1: 16-17) before launching into an 
extended section about God's terrible wrath against "all ungodliness 
and unrighteousness of men" who sinfully "suppress the truth" (1: 18). 

B. Paul exhaustively establishes that all of mankind, even those who feel 
they are 'basically good people,' are guilty of sin and deserve God's 
wrath (Romans 1: 18-3:20). This group is universal, including all mankind 
without partiality based on 'religion, race, ethnic origin, gender, or 
intelligence' (note Galatians 3:28-29) . 

C. Paul, who grew up as an exemplary Jewish man, a dedicated follower 
of God, and Jewish leader (note Philippians 3:4-6); shifts to a special 
emphasis on his 'own people' (Romans 3:27-4:12) in order to address 
their understandable objections, as well as confusion over the timeless 
'rights' promised to 'Father Abraham's' offspring (note Genesis 17: 1-8). 

D. Paul emphasizes these things to provide abundant evidence and clarity 
that justification ('right standing before God,' Romans 3:20) cannot be 
earned, is not inherited, and any effort to merit it is completely futile . 

E. Rather, justification can only be received by faith in the Gospel (the life, 
sacrificial death, and resurrection life of Jesus Christ, Romans 1: 16-17). 
Essentially, the more you see the wonder of God providing "justification 
by faith in Jesus Christ" (Romans 3:22-26) the total futility of mankind's 
attempts to reject or reach God become more clear and absurd! 



S~LF-ILLUMINATION VS. <ROSS-ILLUMINATION 

A. Continuing his focus on faith in God's promises (from Romans 4: 1-12), Paul asserts that if 
salvation were based on working for it ('following the Law,' note especially 4:2-4), it would 
actually invalidate God's promises because if salvation had to (in reality) be earned, 
rather than received as a gift, it wouldn't actually be a gift (4: 13-15). 

B. It is easy to miss the point here! Paul is not concerned with "Sola Fide" (lat., 'faith alone) 
or "justification by faith" (he did this already in 3:22-26), but rather says to the Romans, 'as 
Christ-followers, if you live by works rather than faith, you ruin/negate/invalidate God's 
promises and you are guilty of both misunderstanding and mishandling God's salvation 
promises.' Worst of all, this kind of living miscommunicates the Gospel to othe rs! 

C. This begs questions! 'Why, since faith provides salvation, have I turned a relationship with 
God into rules-based-obedience, rather than faith-based-obedience? Do I really believe 
transformation comes by means of faith , or do I actually believe it comes by works?' 

D. Since salvation comes by faith in Jesus Christ, we should make every possible effort to 
continue in faith. The Law has been fulfilled in Christ (Matthew 5: 17; Hebrews 10: 1), thus 
we are called to live and work according to faith in what Christ accomplished, and not 
return to the limitations of rules. This is the example of Abraham, who by faith becomes 
our spiritual father and fatherly example of living by faith (Romans 4: 16-21). 

E. Our sin is taken away by Christ's perfect sacrifice on the cross, and is completely sufficient 
to provide us with His righteousness, but is only obtained and sustained by faith (Romans 
4:22-25; 2 Corinthians 5:21). Life in Christ is wonderfully captured by Paul as he concludes 
with both the beginning and ending of our faith, the wonder of the death and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ (Romans 4:25). Faith alone, or we have nothing at all! 



Ice Breaker 
Welcome back! What did you do over the Christmas season that you've never done before? 

In-Depth 
• Read Romans 4:13-25 
• Discuss what you learned from this week's sermon 

1. Review 

A. Before we move forward, let's review what we've covered so far in Romans. What does Romans teach about: 

1. God's Wrath 

2. Sin 

3- Justification 

B. In Romans 4:1-121 Abraham is given as an example to show what? 

2. The Father of Many Nations 
Read Genesis 15:1-6; Genesis 17:3-5; Genesis 21:1-3; Romans 4:18-22. 

A. In what ways was Abraham's faith noteworthy? 



B. In what ways is Abraham the father of many nations? 

3. Live By Faith 

A. What does it mean that his faith was "counted to him as righteousness"? 

B. Read Romans 4:13-15.; Galatians 2:20-21; Galatians 3:10-11. What does it mean to live by faith? Why is it critical that we live by 

faith rather than by works? 

C. Read Romans 4:16-18; 4:22-25; Galatians 3:7-9. How is Abraham's faith significant to us? 

Making It Relevant 
1. Have you, like Abraham, had (or currently have) a long period of waiting for God? How was your faith tested? Did your 

faith grow through the experience? 

2. In what ways do a relationship with God differ for those who live by faith versus those who live by their works? 

l Scripture commands we live righteous lives. Does it contradict scripture saying to not rely on works? 


