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How to hear God's voice in every

circumstance of life
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How to share God's great story 

'{ _JFacilitators: Scott Trickett & Matt Swaney 
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I FOUNt>�TION$ II 

How to live the truths of the 
Christian faith in your life

Facilitator: John Car
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s� December1a 
9:00AM Worship Celebration 1 
10:15AM Mind the Gap (Courtyard) 
10:45AM Foundations Adult Class 
10:45AM Foundations Youth Meeting 
10:45AM Worship Celebration 2 
12:00PM How We Love Meeting 
6:30PM Elder Dessert Evening 

M� December19 
5:30PM LBAC Staff Christmas Dinner 
6:30PM Compulsive Eaters Anonymous 

� December 20
10:00AM All Staff Team Meeting 

7:00PM High School Youth Group 

Wednesday, December 21 
6:30PM AWANA 

111� December 22 
7:00PM Junior High Youth Group 

Friday, December 23 
6:30AM Men's Bible Study 
8:00PM Narcotics Anonymous 

Saturday; December 24 
6:30PM Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

s� December 25 
Merry Christmas! 

9:00AM Coffee & Tea at LBAC (Courtyard) 
9:30AM Combined Worship & Celebration 

MISSIONS 
http:/lwww.lbac.org/missions 

Join us for Perspectives & Serving the World!

GROWTH GROUPS 

http://www.lbac.org/gg 

Mid-week Bible Studies for all Adults

OflLDREN'S MINIS'JRIES 
http://www.lbac.org/children 

Sunday Mornings 

Gospel Project@ 9:00AM & 10:45AM 

AWANA 

http://www.lbac.org/awana 

Wednesdays through May 6:30PM-8:30PM

Youn, MINIS'JRIES 
http://www.lbac.org/youth 

JH & HS Foundations - Sundays@ 10:45AM 
HS Core Groups - Tuesdays @7:ooPM 
JH Core Groups- Thursdays @7:ooPM 

WOMEN'S MINIS'JRIES 
http://www.lbac.org/women 

Woman To Woman Mentoring 
Contact: sherylynnelbac@gmail.com 

Lydia House Meals Ministry 
Contact: robbi@apabrandu.com 

Women Connecting with Missions 
3'' Tuesday of each month @ 7:00PM 

Crafty Women 
2"' Saturday of each month @ 10:00AM 

ME.N's MINIS'JRIES 
http://www.lbac.org/men 
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IF: Gathering is a fresh, deep, honest space for women to wrestle with the
essential question: If God is real ... then what? This 2-day gathering will bring women 
together to wrestle out how to live out the calling God has placed on our lives. 

Friday, March 24 6PM-9PM 
Saturday, March 25 9AM-4PM 
LBAC More Info? Meghan Brearley: meghan_brearley@verizon.net 



Advent Love 
Long Beach Alliance Church • December ,B, 2016 • Pastor Chris Lankford 

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and 
whoever loves has been born of God and knows God. Anyone 
who does not love does not know God, because God is love. In 

this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent 
his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. 
In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us 
and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if 

God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 

- 1 John 4:7-11

1) Christmas is a Time of Love

A) Describing love is often complicated. Is it a feeling? A choice? Is
there "love at first sight?" Can you love be lost? Why do some
people "fall into love," while it eludes others who really want it?
Does anybody really "find love?" Or, does "love find you?"

B) One of the greatest and most understandable characteristics of
God is His love. The Bible uses several words to describe God's
love (OT - ahav/chesed, NT - phileo/agapao). God's love is often
displayed, but is most vividly described in 1 Corinthians 13:1-13.

C) Christmas is a time of love. There is something about Christmas
that is warm, heartfelt, and inherently filled with love. This is no
mistake, because Christmas began because of God's great love.

D) One of the first parts of the Bible most followers of Christ learn
and memorize is John 3:16, "For God so loved the world that He
gave His only Son ... " On the very first Christmas, God gave the
greatest gift of Jesus because He was motivated by love.

E) The gifts we will give to one another next week for Christmas
are a reflection of God's first great gift of Jesus. We give gifts in
the same manner which God gives gifts, not because someone is
deserving, but out of love (1 John 4:9).



2) Christmas is a Celebration of God's Love

A) God's love is active. His love always intentionally gives. God's love
always gives. If love does not naturally give to others, it is not the
love of God (1 John 4:8). God's love is meant for the benefit of
others, and is always self-sacrificing (Ephesians 5:1-2).

B) The ultimate expression of God's love for mankind is Jesus Christ
( 1 John 4:8-9 ). Christmas is a celebration of this love, a love freely
given, even to those who are undeserving of His love (4:10).

C) God's love is abundant and is meant for all people without
prejudice (Romans 10:9-13; John 3:16; see also Luke 2:10). God's
love is capable of delivering on its promises and is powerful and
sufficient enough to save everyone ( 1 Timothy 2:1-4 ).

D) Simultaneously, God's love is selective and is only experienced by
those who respond to Jesus (John 17:9-10; Ephesians 1:3-6 ). While
God's love is limitless, it is only received by those who know they
are sick, lost, broken, and/or sinful (Luke 19:10; 1 Timothy 1:15).

E) God's love is compassionate and full of understanding (Psalm
103:8-14). God loves us as we are, but promises transformation
from darkness to light, from sin to sainthood, and from unbelief
and disbelief to being faithful and true (Acts 26:18, John 3:19-21).

3) Christmas is a Celebration of Messiah Jesus.

A) The word "Christ" is a title, meaning II Messiah" (Anointed One
from Isaiah 61:1-3). Jesus was the Anointed One , the Messiah, the
promised Christ (Isaiah 9:2-7).

B) Mary's virgin birth of Jesus (Matthew 1:18-25) is the fulfillment
of the promised sign that God Himself would come as Messiah
(Isaiah 7:14). The Messiah was to bring salvation (Isaiah 61:1-3),
because of God's great love for mankind ( 1 John 4:9-10 ).

C) Christmas celebrates Christ's birth, but also the purpose of His
coming. Christ came to love sacrificially, and we are to do the
same (1 John 3:16). This is the heart of Christmas love, to give
what we have received; Jesus Christ, our Messiah (1 John 3:18).


