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And the king spoke with them, and among
all of them none was found like Daniel,
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah.

Therefore they stood before the king. And in
every matter of wisdom and understanding

about which the king inquired of them, he
found them ten times better than all the
magicians and enchanters that
were in all his kingdom.

~Daniel 1:19-20 (ESVY)

1) Characteristics Of Daniel

A) Daniel occurs during a very dark time in Jewish history of
exile due to sin/rebellion against God (1 Kings 18:1-25:21).

B) The high points of this historical time period (¥ezekiah's
faithfulness & Josiah’s reforms) are eclipsed by low points
(Hezekiah’s shocking political alliance, Manasseh’s wicked
reign, the beginning of the Diaspora - the “scattering” of
Jews by forced deportation, and the Samaritan explosion -
the forced migration of foreigners into central Israel).

C) The setting of Daniel is “the land of Shinar” (Daniel 1:2), a
purposeful outdated reference meant to bring into mind
the location of the Tower of Babel (Genesis 11:1-9, 10:10).
“Shinar” was synonymous with “rebellion against God.”
hearkening back to ancient times even before Abraham.

D) God’s judgment which was delivered through Isaiah
because of the foolish political hopes of King Hezekiah (2
Kings 20:12-19), promised that the eventual captives taken
to Babylon would be “eunuchs in the palace of the king...”
Whether Daniel, lananiah, Mishael, and Azariah were
castrated is unclear (though implied). What is clear is that
Isaiah’s 100-year-old prophecy is being fulfilled by Daniel
and his fellow captives (Daniel 1:1-3).



E)

F)

G)

2)

Daniel and his three compatriots are all “gouths.” at an age
when they could still be trained for service in the court

of Babylon. Babylonian historical materials note that
education began when boys were 14-15 years old.

The book of Daniel fits the same historical context as
the materials collected from ancient Babylon and nearby
Persia. When captives were brought to Babylon, the
youngest and brightest were immersed and molded into
the rich culture and values of Babylon. The changing of a
captive’s name represented the death of an old identity,
and a re-birth of their new Babylonian life (Daniel 1:5-7).

It is notable that each of the young men’s Hebrew names
gave glory to the God of Scripture, and each of their new
Babylonian names gave glory to various Babylonian gods.
The names each of these teenagers were given provides a
capstone to this opening section revealing the incredible
upheaval, terrifying change, and intense pressure each of
them were under to hide their true identity.

One Identity In A Multi-Identity World

A) The challenge for Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah

B)

<)

D)

in their new surroundings was immediate. Since they were
being “educated” in Babylon’s Court (Daniel 1:4-5), new

challenges would come regularly. Even the new Babylonian
diet of “king’s food” they experienced presented a dilemma!

Babylonian food often included “unclean” foods (e.g.

pork, horse meat), and the meat was almost certainly not
drained of the blood (forbidden in Jewish Law). Further, it
makes sense that some of the foods were probably part of
ritual idol worship, and in the mind of faithful Hebrews,
this would make that food ritually unclean.

Finding favor with those he served (1:9) and making a
respectful request in a gracious and tactful manner (1:10-
13) allowed the faithful foursome to exceed expectations
(1:15-16) and be significantly blessed by God (1:17).

After three years of training & education, the four young
men were brought face-to-face to stand and be measured
by King Nebuchadnezzar (1:18-19). Because of their wisdom
and faithfulness to God, they excelled “ten times” beyond
all the wisest counselors and magicians in the ENTIRE
Babylonian Empire (1:20)! Their singular identity in God
reveals faithfulness in the face of tremendous adversity!
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The United Kingdom Under Saul, David, and Solomon
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\‘J

/ ’—\%le? :-I" ¥ ‘ ' ,'
l\-’\n | t -
Wi 0 pE 50 100 150 km N TN -t
- v/
- Tiphsah ;
"  HAMATH

The Divided Kingdoms of Israel (North) & Judah (South)
Kingdom divides around 930BC
Ezra - Esther & Numerous Prophetic Writings
(Note Additional Map of Prophets)

. Calfidol set up by Jeroboam

o Town captured by Shishak “:yre
(according to Egyptian records) /-

',F‘\f\gamam _ The Prophets Of Israel & Judah S
o 9 g™ 785BC - 430BC )
v o "".‘ Q.Q
Prophiet PrOphet’s birthplace or Q
= pri mary area of mlnlstry 2y
‘o Berothai? Tadmor A = : & .....
i B N
' L Q
e o
S
4 QQ}
S h %,
Elijah | Socohs
. Samariad
/ : Abel meho!ah? ,-':
' ¥ ’ Tishbe?
: Samarm. | S R A E L . e
4 3 AhUah ?Jehu ‘;
) Dl v Hosea |-
71 1saiah SN Shipht - f S ot T R e e
Joppa : | 7ephaniah | Bethel '}
i~} Haggai j T
) .7 )| Zechariah /%] Jeremiah /
Malachi % 2 e &
\\f'_,\ » _ ‘::__ narhoth
: R S Ierusalem -----------------
J U D A H -------
Moresherh garh? Tekoa \
Brookof % 'o' 10 20 P 30 mi
i Egypt?;p 0. (.”'.-‘ ; ARABIAN I | ",.r‘“ 1 SRR 74
"3'. “ o DESERT o ek et &
‘-.' ' """""""""""""""""""" Extent of Saul’s kit‘{gdom---~ g "'. '
L L sy g ol® i } X EDOM
N Extent of David’s kingdom 857 20 ubo 30 il (sub/ect to ludah)
; sl Wl | o 2h o { Bozrah
Solomon’s expansion of SR | | /x-q 3 b ’f X
David’s kingdom Page #2 0 205Kl 40 Eox kot ; :\; v




The Rise of the Assyrian Kingdom Judah’s Preservation

The Northern Kingdom of Israel Falls to Assyria (733BC) King Hezekiah rebels against Assyria (701BC), bringing
Samaria & Southern Kingdom of Judah Falls to Assyria (722BC) tge ;"aft;“h‘;f Azf*nsSgrgiréhfili‘grieﬁPﬁ:&ﬁ?ﬁ;ﬁ‘;‘fﬁT::g:l
. . . . u . g i gai
Mas.s Relocation ?f Israelites & Foreign Occupiers ) Sennacherib (killing 185,000 Assyrians), miraculously
Beginning of Samaritan Peoples in Judah/Israel Region preserving Judah (2 Kings 18-19, 2 Chronicles 32)

TR / | y
~~a Israelites are sentiinto exile 7 ZE Assyrian/district

—_—

-~ Sennacherib attacks

g Rt :fr?rlglrgglpeot)[es are resettled S : Y "§-amarfg_;'
‘ R .=~ Sennacherib’s officers attack PR N
{ ( Yo \\/ﬂ Jerusalem / P
E). Yy, = & Tushp | /! : “‘
o S a\f . T Tlrh3kah adygtnges »wr"“wm SA M A R | A
MRl T . X Tigris River Ve O S0
s O Ny Hﬂr“” Gozan . L ¥ City'besieged b_ the Assyrlans . “,1.__\ 3
) ’ :I._Qar{jhemgsh o ( et Nineveh_ £ MEDIA . : : ' | iy
i L ASSYRIAN baana, O
| f (i Reze h?\\ Jssir P e Lower e T LR
| ezeph: - ; 7507 Ao T
Hamgi :x = N - Beth-horon .‘.‘Bt’the! b N
. - 23 A\ s , PN
“‘ ‘,"—-‘_ \-\_ / l\_ ‘ ‘1‘ ]
P/ Euphrates “S~m3s X C h - UPPE.BEI}? homn-~ P
7 RJVE’)" Bab On “‘{wa 1 P : ' P 3 A
sDamascus L /
dod

Asht

}E;. h ‘-.,‘f ARABIAN
B DrSERT

0 100 200 300 400 mi-
A | | | - 9

s | |
' 0 200 400 600 km

*-:-Hebron

Unfortunately, after Sennacherib’s attacks and the miraculous deliverance promised 0
from God through the prophet Isaiah (2 Kings 19), King Hezekiah chose to depend on 4| ol _5 ,
|
0

political alliances, rather than the Lord (2 Kings 20:13). This would result in the demise ¢+t b |

of Judah, and promised judgment against God’s people (2 Kings 20:16-19, see also ot
Leviticus 26) because politics had replaced trust in the Lord God. -/ d
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The R1se of the Great Babylonian Empire

iy - ~. <% Because of King Hezekiah's disasterous political choices to
-~ Judeans are exiled to Babylon o s o) {: place his trust in Babylon, the Babylonians would eventually
7Tt n.a' | 2 come under the leadership of King Nebuchadnezzar II (the
% 'MEDIAN % Nebuchadnezzar in the Bible), to destroy the
EMPIRE. L B remaining nation of Israel in the region
A S B - . of Judah (2 Kings 25). The
— Babylonians would take ~\ O
Nl Ecba rana“ the best and brightest [ \/ — p
i of Israel’s people  Palace — P e |
. P into Babglonian ,'. {—nf/ = e Temple of Ninmah
“; ,_.-cTadmor .~ exile CDanj_el b8 L DLLEL}\' ’.’ Marduk Gate
Eug?:gfes A £ 1:1_73. = f:-. '\ T 5 JF_‘rocessmnalWay
Babytons: Enlil Gat/“ N B a 5
Chebar~ : Nabu Té_mple e \ Ishtar Temple

ARABIAN  canal?
DESERT "

Zlggurat
\ Etemenankl -

m
=
b =1
=4
: o o
= )}
e = )
~\ S | -
\ | ¥
. |
%
N
-

4 Ishtar T;mple
“------¢Dumah

400'mi.

ZQO s

| |
o } [ T [
el EMA 0 200 400 600km

2 '; { » - Esagila
AR ‘;j‘w (Marduk Temple)
(. Ishara Temple

| | e Ninurta Temple . > :

[

f, Royal Gate ’?\

l:'a. Temple

Daniel (and many other Israelites) lived and served as exiled
slaves in the great city of Babylon for most of their lives.

Every gate, road, river, and building reminded the exiles that Y

they were in a foreign place. They were foreigners in a far- \ Adad Gate ¥

away land among those who were violent and hostile toward God. Samas Gate 0 . oo
Everything had changed for them, even their names had become | B o

more Babylonian and less Jewish. Aliens in the land, among

people who did not understand them, people who were hostile about God, and people who hated anyone who would
not conform to their ways. The people of God stood at a crossroads in Babylon. Would their identity and lives belong
to the God who promised them He would never forget them? Or, would they forget about God, and become identified

with the culture and the people within which they were now completely immersed?
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