Happy New Ye

All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for

teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training

in righteousness; so that the man of God may be
adequate, equipped for every good work.

~2"4 Timothy 3:16-17 (NASB)

All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in
righteousness, so that the servant of God may be
thoroughly equipped for every good work.

~2" Timothy 3:16-17 (NIV")

1) New Year’s Resolutions

A) After a quick perusal of several different lists of 2012 New
Year’s Resolutions (there are a lot of ‘em out there), here
were the resolutions that “pop to the top” of most lists...

1) Battle That Bulge & Lose Some Weight!
2) Get More Organized!

3) Spend Less/Save More!

4) Enjoy Life To Its Fullest!

5) Stay Fit/Live Healthy!

6) Learn To Do Something Exciting!

7) Quit Smoking!

8) Help Others Achieve Their Dreams!

9) FallIn Love!

10) Spend More Time With Family!




12) The Best New Year’s Resolution

A) The reading and understanding of God’s Word, and
the fruitful actions which come from God’s Word are a
distinctive mark of every follower of Jesus (Luke 8:11-15).

B) God makes His will clearly known through the written '
Word of God, the Bible/Scriptures (2™ Timothy 3:16-17). We
are called to know God'’s Word (2™ Timothy 2:15) and be ‘
sanctified by God’s Word (John 17:17).

C) The study and understanding of God’s Word is one of
the highest callings in all of Scripture (Acts 6:2) and is the
mark of the spread of Christianity (Acts 6:7, 13:5, 20:32).
Christianity is not spread by good works, but by God’s Word!

D) The only “weapon” of attack which a follower of Christ has
in this world against those things which press in on every
side is God’s Word (Ephesians 6:17), a genuine help in (even)
the darkest times of need (2" Corinthians 6:2-10).

3) Which Version Should | Use?

A) Currently, there are at least 30 different popular versions of
the Bible in English, with more versions and revisions to be
published in the years ahead.

B) In addition to these versions of the Bible, there are
innumerable “study bibles” with specialized notes. These
notes range from commentary information, to specialized
cultural applications, gender insights, and even regional or
ethnic insights and applications.

C) In the midst of so many choices, how does one “choose” a
Bible for reading? Glad you asked! Let’s dive in deeper!




| 4) Some Thoughts About Study Bibles

A) One of the great helps for modern readers of the Bible
are the study guide helps which are included with many
different versions of the Bible. Some of these are from
individuals (MacArthur, Ryrie, Swindoll), while others
are more general study notes from committees (“Study S
Bibles” from ESV, NASB, NIV, HCSB).

B) As with any Bible “help,” it is CRITICAL that when reading
the Bible, you read the text first, second, and lastly! Begin ,@;
and finish with the Word of God (2™ Timothy 3:16-17). Do
not allow the “helps” to become as important as the text! 1

C) ANY CHRISTIAN can read the BIBLE, just as it is written in
any reputable ENGLISH translation and be transformed by
the content of God’s Word! You DO NOT need experts to
understand the Word of God!

D) Experts, scholars, pastors, and Bible geeks can be
very helpful for deeper study and providing important
background information which can help FURTHER
illuminate the Word of God.

E) But NEVER FORGET... When reading the Bible, it is
CRITICAL that you read the text first, second, and lastly!
Do not allow “helps” to replace authentic transformation!

5) Version Wars

A) There are two major “sources” which have produced
our modern versions of the Bible. The first is the Textus
Receptus (TR), assembled by Erasmus from the very best
ancient texts of the early 1500’s, and was the basis for the
1611 King James Version (KJV) of the Bible, probably the
single greatest Bible ever published (see also NKJV).




B) The second major source, developed in the past 200 years, is

critical texts, although the Nestle-Aland 27" Edition (NA27)
is considered the standard for modern translations such as
NASB, ESV, HCSB, and NIV.

C) Despite the KJV being the greatest book ever published, the
TR is a less accurate text for the original languages than the
use of the NA27. Despite the fact that the issues between
the texts are relatively few, and normally not significant¥,
it is worthwhile for every Christian to know the differences
between the “source texts” for modern Bible translations.

D) The “Translation Spectrum” insert will help you to have a
better understanding of which version of the Bible is best for
your reading needs. The examples from 2™ Timothy 3:16-17
illustrate the similarities and differences between versions.

E) Daily instruction in God’s Word is more valuable than any
earthly treasure (1* Timothy 6:17-19). Every New Year’s
resolution pales in comparison to the knowledge of God
through the Bible (1* Timothy 4:8-9).

F) While contemplating New Year’s resolutions, will you make it
a top priority to dig into God’s Word this year?!

'; When one compares the number of variations that are found in the various manuscripts
with the actual variations between the Textus Receptus and the best Greek witnesses
(critical texts), it is found that these two are remarkably similar. There are over 400,000
textual variants among NT manuscripts (MSS). But the differences between the Textus
Receptus and texts based on the best Greek witnesses number about s5000—and most
of these are untranslatable differences! In other words, over 8% of the time, the Textus
Receptus and the standard critical texts agree. Those who vilify the modern translations
and the Greek texts behind them have evidently never really investigated the data.

Their appeals are based Jargely on emotion, not evidence. As such, they do an injustice

to historic Christianity as well as to the men who stood behind the King James Bible.
These scholars, who admitted that their work was provisional and not final (as can be
seen by their preface and by their more than 8000 marginal notes indicating alternate
renderings), would wholeheartedly welcome the great finds in MSS that have occurred in
the past one hundred and fifty years. From Dr, Daniel B. Wallace, “Why | Do Not Think The
King James Bible Is The Best Translation Available Today.”

known as the “critical text.” There are a number of different . o
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iflranslation

Essentially Word-for-Word Dynamic Equivalence Essentially Thought-for-Thought
Literal Translations Functional Translations Idiomatic/Paraphrased Versions
Interlinear NASB’7'°> ESV NRSV HCSB NIV!! NIV3 NLT LB -]
KJV RSV CEV 1B PHILLIPS
NKIV NEB NJIB THE MESSAGE
NET
' Emphasis on original Emphasis on finding Emphasis on simplicity and
language’s wording equivalent concepts in clarity of the translated
and word order. These the translated language work over precision. Seeks
translations maintain (e.g. English). Attempts contemporary language
“historical distance.” to maintain historical with little to no historical
sensitivity with concern.
modernized language.

I am indebted to Dr. Walt Russell, NT Professor @ Talbot School of Theology, as the original source for the layout and content of this chart;
and to Dr. David Croteau, Associate Professor of Biblical Studies @ Liberty University for refinements to this chart.
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J.B. Phillips New Testament (Phillips)
2" Timothy 3:16-17
All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching the faith and correcting error,
for re-setting the direction of a man’s life and training him in good living. The scriptures
are the comprehensive equipment of the man of God and fit him fully for
all branches of his work.
o e R -©
The Message (Peterson)
2" Timothy 3:16-17

Every part of Scripture is God-breathed and useful one way or another—showing us
truth, exposing our rebellion, correcting our mistakes, training us to live God’s way.
Through the Word we are put together and shaped up for the tasks God has for us.



.

On December 30, 1842, a 29-year-old Scottish pastor named Robert Murray M’Cheyne wrote a letter to his congregation.
He said:

My Dear Flock,

The approach of another year stirs up within me new desires for your salvation, and for the growth of those
of you who are saved. “God is my record how greatly | long after you all in the bowels of Jesus Christ.”
What the coming year is to bring forth, who can tell?. .. Those believers will stand firmest who have no
dependence upon self or upon creatures, but upon Jehovah our Righteousness. We must be driven more to
our Bibles, and to the mercy-seat, if we are to stand in the evil day. Then we shall be able to say like David—,
“The proud have had me greatly in derision, yet have | not declined from thy law.” “Princes have persecuted
me without a cause, but my heart standeth in awe of thy Word.” It has long been in my mind to prepare a
scheme of Scripture reading, in which as many as were made willing by God might agree, so that the whole
Bible might be read once by you in the year, and all might be feeding in the same portion of the green
pasture at the same time.

In every possible manner, | feel the same burden in my soul that each of our own church would engage the Word of God
anew. Please utilize the enclosed Daily Bible Reading Plan, designed to be cut into four bookmarks which can be placed
in different sections of your own Bible, for reading this year.

Can | also encourage you to read the Bible together this year? The Scriptures are meant to be enjoyed with one another.
Individual study is of great benefit, but pales in comparison to how the Holy Spirit can teach us if we read together.
Christian community is built through the mutual reading of the Word of God together. Growth groups and Bible Studies
are great, but reading the wide swath of Scripture together with a spouse or friend can be more transformational than
you can imagine.

In the words of Robert Murray M’Cheyne, “...the approach of another year stirs up within me new desires for your
salvation, and for the growth of those of you who are saved...” Enjoy the reading of God’s Word, and may it transform
you -- soul and body!




The Discipleship Journal Bible Reading Plan

September October
New Testament OId Testament New Testament Old Testament - - 0
» LUKE » HEBREWS » PROVERBS ) ISAIAH » JOHN » JAMES » ECCLES. » JEREMIAH ®
1. []20:27-40 OJ1:1-9 18 O1-2 1. [OJ1:1-18 111 W -2 e | S( : | eS | Ou rna
2. []20:41-47 C]1:10-14 CJ19:1-14  []35 2. []1:19-28 C1:12-18 O2:1-16  []34
3. [J21:1-19 O2:1-9 []19:15-29 []6-8 3. []1:29-34 C1:19-27 C2:17-26 []56
4. [J21:20-28 C]2:10-18 []20:1-15  []9-10 4. []1:35-42 C2:1-13 03115 []7-9 - -
5. []21:20-38 0s [J20:16-30 [J11-13 5. []1:43-51 J2:14-26 Oa16-22  [J10-11
6. []22:1-13 J4:1-11 O21:1-16  [J14-16 6. [J2:1-11 Oa:1-12 04 O12-13
7. [J22:14-23 O4:12-16 0211731 [J17-20 7. [J2:12-25 J3:13-18 0s 014-15
8. []22:24-30 Os C221-16  []21-23 8. [13:1-15 J4:1-10 Oe J16-18
9. [J22:31-38 6:1-12 [J22:17-29 []24-26 9. [I3:16-21 C411-17 O71-14 1922
10. []22:39:46 []6:13-20 []23:1-18 []27-28 10. []3:22-36 [15:1-6 [17:15-29 []23-25
1. []22:47-53 O7:1-10 []23:19-35 []29-30 1. [J41-14 Osi7-12 Os []26-29
12. []22:54-62 [J7:11-28 [J24:1-22  []31-33 12. []4:15-26 [15:13-20 e [130-31 . . 8 9 8 9 8
% Dhres Do Soieen Dene: "1 oeTeR The Discipleship Journal Bible Reading Plan offers special features that will aid you
14, []23:1-12 08:7-13 C]25:1-14  []37-39 13, []4:27-42 J1:1-9 1o []32-34 in your journey through the Bible.
15. []28:13-25 Jo:1-10 []25:15-28 []40-41 14, []4:43-54 C]1:10-16 O []35-38
16. []23:26-31 []o:11-28 []26:1-16  []42-43 15. []5:1-15 C1:17-25 12 []39-43
17. []23:32-37 ]10:1-18 []26:17-28 []44-45 » SONG OF SONGS ° . : .
o Daesr Hionese  Hooie® B 6 Oswes0 e S e By reading from four separate places in tbe Scriptures every d'fly, you sh0.uld be
19. []23:44-49 [111:1-16 [J27:15-27 []49-50 17. [15:31-47 O2:9-17 2 [147-48 able to better grasp the unity of the Scrlptures, as well as enjoy the variety of
20. []23:50-56 C]11:17-31 []28:1-14 []51-53 18. []6:1-15 []2:18-25 0s 49 four diff . .
21, [J24:1-12 []11:32-40 []28:15-28 []54-55 19. []6:16-24 0s:1-7 0417 50 our different viewpoints.
2. []24:13-27 []12:1-13 []29:1-14  []56-58 20. []6:25-40 13812 Cl48-16  []51
23. []24:28-35 [112:14-29 [129:15-27 []59-61 21. []6:41-59 []8:13-22 s 52 [ ) You can begin at any point during the year.
24. []24:36-44 [J13:1-8 30 [Je2-64 » LAM.
25. []24:45-53 [113:9-25 31 []65-66 22. []6:60-71 J4:1-11 e 1 Q 9 . .
23 [17:1-13 411219 07 02 ® To prevent the frustration of falling behind, which most of us tend to do when
24, []7:14-24 0s:1-7 etz [J3 . . . . .
Dy B B B follo.wmg a Bible r’eadmg plan, eich montfl of this plan gives you only .25
readings. Since you'll have several “free days” each month, you could set aside
November December Sundays either not to read at all or to catch up on any readings you may have
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» MATTHEW » ACTS » PSALMS » GENESIS » MATTHEW » ACTS » PSALMS ) EXODUS » MARK »2 COR. » PSALMS » 1 SAMUEL » LUKE » EPHESIANS » PSALMS » 1 KINGS
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