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1)	 A Shocking Solution

A)	 The Jews were sent into exile in Babylon because they 
succumbed to marrying foreign spouses and worshipped 
idols from other nations (Deuteronomy 7:1-6, cf. 2nd 
Chronicles 36:11-21).

B)	 When confronted by the sin of the people, Ezra repents 
before God, recognizing that the return from exile is an 
indication of God’s temporary mercy (Ezra 9:8).

C)	 Ezra’s repentance inspires the Israelites toward both 
renewal and a removal of evil from the community.  This 
included the shocking solution of “putting away” all of the 
foreign wives and children from intermarriage (10:3).

The End Of  The Road
Then Ezra the priest stood up and said 

to them, “You have been unfaithful 
and have married foreign wives adding 
to the guilt of Israel.  Now therefore, 

make confession to the LORD God 
of your fathers and do His will; and 

separate yourselves from the peoples 
of the land and from the foreign 

wives.  Then all the assembly replied 
with a loud voice, “That’s right! As you 

have said, so it is our duty to do.” 

~Ezra 10:10-12 (NASB)



D)	 While the idea appears to come from Shecaniah (10:2-3), in 
fact he affirms that Ezra was its source, and as such, Ezra 
should have the confidence to carry out the task (10:4).

E)	 Inspired by the support, Ezra finds the “courage to act” and 
calls on the leaders to support the action against foreign 
wives and their children (10:5).  Ezra continues to fast and 
pray in mourning for the resolution of this problem (10:6).

2)	 Excursus On Ezra’s Plan & Biblical Divorce

A)	 Many of the returnees had divorced their “covenant” wives in 
favor of marrying the women who were in the land (Malachi 
2:10-16).  Ezra’s reforms may have been a “correction” of 
this problem in the community.

B)	 It is notable that Ezra never asks the people to “divorce” 
their foreign wives.  This could be for one or more of several 
reasons:

  i)	 As noted in 2A, we are certain that some men were 
married to Jewish wives but had treacherously divorced 
them, and re-married foreign wives.  This was clearly 
against God’s plan (cf. Mark 10:11-12).

ii)	 The “bill of divorce” provided in Deuteronomy 24:1ff was 
clearly a community guideline for the Jews.  Marrying 
foreign women was out of the question, it was clearly 
prohibited (Deuteronomy 7:1-6).  Thus, from Ezra’s 
perspective, the unions were illegal in the first place.

iii)	 It is notable, despite significant variations in English 
translations, that Ezra never calls the unions with foreign 
wives marriages, nor does he ask for divorces.*  He 
doesn’t “honor” the unions by addressing them as though 
they were a marriage “covenant.”



*Although Ezra knows and uses the normal verb for “to marry” (jåqDl, laœqahΩ, cf. Ezra 
2:61), he uses other terms when he says that they “took” (aDcn, naœséaœ}  in 9:2, 12; 
10:44) some of the daughters of the land, or “gave a dwelling to” (bAvÎy, yaœs¥ab≈ in 10:2, 
10, 14, 17–18) foreign women.  Ezra uses the hiphil (causative) form of aDxÎy (yaœsΩaœ}) 
of “putting away” wives and children in 10:3, 19.  Elsewhere in the Old Testament 
the qal form of aDxÎy (Deut. 24:2) is used or else vår…Îg (gaœras¥, Lev. 21:7, 14; 22:13; Num. 
30:9; Ezek. 44:22) or jAlDv (s¥aœlahΩ, Deut. 22:19, 29; 24:1, 3, 4).  Heth and Wenham, 
Jesus and Divorce, 243, n. 28, 29.

iv)	 It could also be notable that since Ezra makes no 
mention of remarriage for any of the Jews, that what he 
is requesting amounts to separation.

v)	 We know that God hates divorce (Malachi 2:10-16) 
and that the divorce laws of the Old Testament were a 
concession rather than an ideal (Mark 10:5-9).  In some 
capacity, this was to assure that adultery never occurred 
within the “people of God.”

C)	 The New Testament has some key “summaries” about 
divorce and remarriage which are important for us:

i)	 Jesus Christ notes that divorce itself is not the primary 
issue of marital dissolution, but remarriage and adultery 
(cf. Mark 10:2-12).  It is the purity of the community 
which is at stake.

ii)	 Thus, the New Testament notes that a Christian 
husband or wife should never leave their spouse 
because one is “of Christ” and the other is not (1st 
Corinthians 7:10-11).  Note that remarriage is again 
forbidden, since it is a “creation order” issue (see Di).

iii)	 Jesus further taught that the only grounds for divorce 
and remarriage were infidelity (Matthew 5:32).  Coupled 
with Paul’s allowance for divorce on grounds of 
abandonment by a non-believer (1st Corinthians 7:15), 
you have the only two situations where divorce and 
remarriage are allowable.

D)	 ALL of this is to assert this simple truth...  God insists that 
our personal relationships and practices not be separated 
from our faithfulness in worship.  Our personal relationships, 
our personal habits, our personal practices -- are all worship 
to the Lord (Romans 12:1)




