
To the saints and faithful 
brethren in Christ who are at 

Colossae:  Grace to you and 
peace from God our Father.  We 
give thanks to God, the Father

of our Lord Jesus Christ,
praying always for you...

~Colossians 1:2-3 (NASB)

Grace & Peace To You
Long Beach Alliance Church • June 24th, 2007 • Pastor Chris Lankford

1)	 The	Colossian	Context

A)	 The	church	at	Colossae	was	established	as	part	of	the	broad	
evangelistic	activity	of	the	Apostle	Paul’s	third	missionary	
journey	(Acts	18:23-19:14).

B)	 During	the	third	missionary	journey,	when	“all	who	lived	in	
Asia	heard	the	word	of	the	Lord”	(Acts	19:10),	Epaphras,	a	
Colossian	(Colossians	4:12a)	was	converted	and	probably	
jailed	with	the	Apostle	Paul	(cf.	Philemon	23).

C)	 After	this	imprisonment,	Epaphras	brought	the	great	news	of	
the	Gospel	to	Colossae,	establishing	the	Colossian	church	to	
which	Paul	writes	this	letter	(Colossians	1:7).
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D)	 Some	years	later,	Epaphras	is	among	the	Apostle’s	Paul’s	
associates*	(probably	during	Paul’s	Roman	imprisonment,	cf.	
Acts	28:30-31)	and	informs	him	of	the	“Colossian	Heresy.”

E)	 Paul,	with	the	assistance	of	Timothy	(who	would	become	the	
leader	of	the	regional	church	in	Ephesus,	cf.	1st	Timothy	1:3)	
pens	the	letter	to	the	Colossian	church	(Colossians	1:1)	in	
response	to	Epaphras’	report	of	the	Colossian	Heresy.

2)	 Grace	Has	Brought	Us	Together

A)	 Paul	addresses	his	letter,	in	typical	fashion	(cf.	you	can	find	
similar	greetings	in	Galatians,	Ephesians,	Philippians,	1st	&	
2nd	Thessalonians,	etc.),	noting	his	authoritative	role	as	an	
“apostle	of	Jesus	Christ”	(Colossians	1:1),	despite	never	
having	visited	Colossae	personally	(2:1)

B)	 Note	that	Paul	does	not	overtly	refer	to	the	Colossians	as	
a	“church.”		This	is	probably	an	indicator	that	the	church	in	
Colossae	was	still	very	young	and	lacking	a	firm	established	
presence	(contrasted	with	Laodicea,	4:15).

C)	 Paul	blesses	the	Colossians	with	“grace”	(1:2)	from	God.		
Grace	is	Paul’s	most	eloquent	theological	expression	which	
describes	the	Gospel	(“Good	News,”	cf.	Romans	3:23-24).		
Paul	leads	with	grace,	a	clear	emphasis	on	God’s	free	and	
unearned	gift	of	Jesus	Christ	(Ephesians	2:8-9).

D)	 Grace	also	carried	special	meaning	in	Paul’s	writings	as	an	
encouragement	to	stand	firm	under	affliction	(Acts	20:32),	a	
confidence	which	came	from	a	relationship	with	Christ	and	
functioned	to	help	those	who	are	weak	to	stand	strong.

3)	 Peace	Has	Resulted	From	Grace

A)	 Paul	also	blesses	the	Colossians	with	“peace	from	God”	(1:2),	
hearkening	the	reader	back	to	the	Older	Testament	greeting	
of	“shalom,”	or	“peace	be	with	you.”

B)	 However,	Paul’s	“shalom”	is	not	simply	a	wish	for	personal	
well-being,	but	“peace	from	God.”		In	other	words,	Paul	is	
reminding	the	Colossians	that	out	of	grace	has	flowed	the	
remarkable	relationship	of	peace	with	God.

C)	 Paul	wishes	“grace	and	peace”	to	the	Colossians	as	both	a	
reminder	of	God’s	work	in	their	lives,	and	as	a	reminder	of	
their	relationship	as	followers	of	Christ	to	each	other.

4)	 All	Those	“In	Christ”	Are	Part	Of	Our	Family

A)	 Paul	also	spells	out	a	“family”	theology	by	tracing	his	own	
relationship	to	Jesus	Christ	(as	an	apostle,	1:1),	and	Timothy’s	
relationship	to	him	as	“our	brother.”

B)	 Paul	includes	the	Colossians	as	“brethren”	(brothers,	1:2)	of	
Timothy,	himself,	and	a	part	of	the	family	whose	head	is	Jesus	
Christ	(cf.	1:18).		Paul’s	blessing	is	grace	&	peace,	expressed	
most	vividly	in	the	family	of	those	who	are	in	Christ.

Tychicus,	the	deliverer	of	the	letter	to	the	Colossians,	is	also	amongst	this	company	
of	associates	which	worked	for	the	cause	of	the	Gospel	with	the	Apostle	Paul.		
Tychicus	also	delivered	Paul’s	letter	to	the	Ephesians	(cf.	Ephesians	6:21-22).

*



Th
e	

Ap
os

tle
	P

au
l’s

	t
hi

rd
	m

is
si

on
ar

y	
jo

ur
ne

y	
ce

nt
er

ed
	in

	E
ph

es
us

,	
w

he
re

	h
e	

st
ay

ed
	f
or

	m
or

e	
th

an
	t

w
o	

ye
ar

s.
		

Ep
ap

hr
as

,	
w

ho
	b

ro
ug

ht
	t

he
	g

os
pe

l	b
ac

k	
to

	
hi

s	
ho

m
et

ow
n	

of
	C

ol
os

sa
e,

	w
as

	p
ro

ba
bl

y	
im

pr
is

on
ed

	w
ith

	P
au

l	i
n	

Ep
he

su
s.

		
Co

lle
ct

ed
	f

ro
m

	v
ar

io
us

	r
es

ou
rc

es
,	
es

p.
	P

au
l,	

Ap
os

tle
	o

f	t
he

	H
ea

rt
	S

et
	F

re
e,

	
by

	F
.F

.	
Br

uc
e,

	©
19

77
,	
Ee

rd
m

an
s	

Pu
bl

is
hi

ng
,	
Pa

ge
s	

40
7-

40
8.

		
Ill

us
tr

at
io

n	
is

	f
ro

m
	t

he
	H

ol
m

an
	B

ib
le

	A
tla

s,
	©

19
98

,	
Br

ao
dm

an
	&

	H
ol

m
an

	P
ub

lis
he

rs
,	
M

ap
	

#
12

1,
	P

ag
e	

24
9.

Th
e	

Ap
os

tle
	P

au
l’s

	t
hi

rd
	m

is
si

on
ar

y	
jo

ur
ne

y	
ce

nt
er

ed
	in

	E
ph

es
us

,	
w

he
re

	h
e	

st
ay

ed
	f
or

	m
or

e	
th

an
	t

w
o	

ye
ar

s.
		

Ep
ap

hr
as

,	
w

ho
	b

ro
ug

ht
	t

he
	g

os
pe

l	b
ac

k	
to

	
hi

s	
ho

m
et

ow
n	

of
	C

ol
os

sa
e,

	w
as

	p
ro

ba
bl

y	
im

pr
is

on
ed

	w
ith

	P
au

l	i
n	

Ep
he

su
s.

		
Co

lle
ct

ed
	f

ro
m

	v
ar

io
us

	r
es

ou
rc

es
,	
es

p.
	P

au
l,	

Ap
os

tle
	o

f	t
he

	H
ea

rt
	S

et
	F

re
e,

	
by

	F
.F

.	
Br

uc
e,

	©
19

77
,	
Ee

rd
m

an
s	

Pu
bl

is
hi

ng
,	
Pa

ge
s	

40
7-

40
8.

		
Ill

us
tr

at
io

n	
is

	f
ro

m
	t

he
	H

ol
m

an
	B

ib
le

	A
tla

s,
	©

19
98

,	
Br

ao
dm

an
	&

	H
ol

m
an

	P
ub

lis
he

rs
,	
M

ap
	

#
12

1,
	P

ag
e	

24
9.



Fe
lix

,	t
he

	R
om

an
	p

ro
cu

ra
to

r	
in

	C
ae

sa
re

a	
M

ar
iti

m
a,

	k
ep

t	
th

e	
Ap

os
tle

	P
au

l	i
m

pr
is

on
ed

	fo
r	

tw
o	

ye
ar

s	
in

	
H

er
od

’s
	p

ra
et

or
iu

m
.		

Fe
lix

	a
llo

w
ed

	P
au

l	s
om

e	
fr

ee
do

m
,	b

ut
	e

ve
nt

ua
lly

	F
el

ix
	

se
nt

	P
au

l	t
o	

Ro
m

e	
(a

t	P
au

l’s
	a

pp
ea

l)	
to

	a
pp

ea
r	
be

fo
re

	C
ae

sa
r	
(a

	le
ga

l	r
ig

ht
	o

f	R
om

an
	c

iti
ze

ns
).

		P
au

l’s
	

vo
ya

ge
	t

hr
ou

gh
	t

he
	M

ed
ite

rr
an

ea
n	

Se
a	

w
as

	e
ve

nt
fu

l,	
ev

en
	r

es
ul

tin
g	

in
	a

	
sh

ip
w

re
ck

	w
hi

ch
	la

nd
ed

	t
he

	c
re

w
	in

	M
al

ta
,	j

us
t	

So
ut

h	
of

	S
ic

ily
.		

Pa
ul

	w
ou

ld
	e

ve
nt

ua
lly

	b
e	

pr
os

ec
ut

ed
	

an
d	

ki
lle

d	
fo

r	
th

e	
fa

ith
	u

nd
er

	th
e	

pe
rs

ec
ut

io
n	

of
	th

e	
Ro

m
an

	C
ea

sa
r,	

Em
pe

ro
r	

N
er

o.
		C

ol
le

ct
ed

	fr
om

	v
ar

io
us

	re
so

ur
ce

s,
	e

sp
.	P

au
l,	

by
	H

an
s	

D
ie

te
r	B

et
z	

fr
om

	th
e	

An
ch

or
	B

ib
le

	D
ic

tio
na

ry
	

(V
ol

um
e	

5)
,	
©

19
92

,	
D

ou
bl

ed
ay

	P
ub

lis
hi

ng
,	
Pa

ge
s	

18
6-

20
1;

	P
au

l,	
Ap

os
tle

	o
f	

th
e	

H
ea

rt
	S

et
	F

re
e,

	b
y	

F.
F.

	B
ru

ce
,	©

19
77

,	E
er

dm
an

s	
Pu

bl
is

hi
ng

,	P
ag

es
	3

76
.		

Ill
us

tr
at

io
n	

is
	fr

om
	th

e	
H

ol
m

an
	

Bi
bl

e	
At

la
s,

	©
19

98
,	

Br
ao

dm
an

	&
	H

ol
m

an
	P

ub
lis

he
rs

,	
M

ap
	#

12
3,

	P
ag

e	
25

6.

Fe
lix

,	t
he

	R
om

an
	p

ro
cu

ra
to

r	
in

	C
ae

sa
re

a	
M

ar
iti

m
a,

	k
ep

t	
th

e	
Ap

os
tle

	P
au

l	i
m

pr
is

on
ed

	fo
r	

tw
o	

ye
ar

s	
in

	
H

er
od

’s
	p

ra
et

or
iu

m
.		

Fe
lix

	a
llo

w
ed

	P
au

l	s
om

e	
fr

ee
do

m
,	b

ut
	e

ve
nt

ua
lly

	F
el

ix
	

se
nt

	P
au

l	t
o	

Ro
m

e	
(a

t	P
au

l’s
	a

pp
ea

l)	
to

	a
pp

ea
r	
be

fo
re

	C
ae

sa
r	
(a

	le
ga

l	r
ig

ht
	o

f	R
om

an
	c

iti
ze

ns
).

		P
au

l’s
	

vo
ya

ge
	t

hr
ou

gh
	t

he
	M

ed
ite

rr
an

ea
n	

Se
a	

w
as

	e
ve

nt
fu

l,	
ev

en
	r

es
ul

tin
g	

in
	a

	
sh

ip
w

re
ck

	w
hi

ch
	la

nd
ed

	t
he

	c
re

w
	in

	M
al

ta
,	j

us
t	

So
ut

h	
of

	S
ic

ily
.		

Pa
ul

	w
ou

ld
	e

ve
nt

ua
lly

	b
e	

pr
os

ec
ut

ed
	

an
d	

ki
lle

d	
fo

r	
th

e	
fa

ith
	u

nd
er

	th
e	

pe
rs

ec
ut

io
n	

of
	th

e	
Ro

m
an

	C
ea

sa
r,	

Em
pe

ro
r	

N
er

o.
		C

ol
le

ct
ed

	fr
om

	v
ar

io
us

	re
so

ur
ce

s,
	e

sp
.	P

au
l,	

by
	H

an
s	

D
ie

te
r	B

et
z	

fr
om

	th
e	

An
ch

or
	B

ib
le

	D
ic

tio
na

ry
	

(V
ol

um
e	

5)
,	
©

19
92

,	
D

ou
bl

ed
ay

	P
ub

lis
hi

ng
,	
Pa

ge
s	

18
6-

20
1;

	P
au

l,	
Ap

os
tle

	o
f	

th
e	

H
ea

rt
	S

et
	F

re
e,

	b
y	

F.
F.

	B
ru

ce
,	©

19
77

,	E
er

dm
an

s	
Pu

bl
is

hi
ng

,	P
ag

es
	3

76
.		

Ill
us

tr
at

io
n	

is
	fr

om
	th

e	
H

ol
m

an
	

Bi
bl

e	
At

la
s,

	©
19

98
,	

Br
ao

dm
an

	&
	H

ol
m

an
	P

ub
lis

he
rs

,	
M

ap
	#

12
3,

	P
ag

e	
25

6.


