
See that no one repays 
another with evil for evil, 

but always seek after 
that which is good for one 

another and for all people.  
Rejoice always; pray without 

ceasing; in everything give 
thanks; for this is God’s will 

for you in Christ Jesus. 
~1st Thessalonians 5:15-18 (NASB)
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1)	 The Perfect Match Of Providence And Prayer

A)	 The Bible teaches us that God knows everything (1st John 
3:20).  God knows the past, the present, and the future.

B)	 God the Son, Jesus Christ, created all things and keeps all 
things held together (Colossians 1:16-17).  Nothing escapes 
God’s notice, He is holding it all together!

C)	 In the midst of this, Jesus Christ calls on His followers 
to pray (Matthew 6:9ff).  Prayer is not just for meals or 
special moments, prayer is supposed to be a consistent and 
continual habit (1st Thessalonians 5:17).

People Of Prayer

What the church needs 
today is not more 

machinery or better, 
not new organizations 

or more and novel 
methods, but people 

whom the Holy Spirit 
can use – people of 

prayer, people mighty 
in prayer.  The Holy 

Spirit does not flow 
through methods, 

but through people.  
He does not come on 

machinery, but on 
people.  He does not 

anoint plans, but people 
– people of prayer.

~adapted from E.M. Bounds, 
“power through prayer”



D)	 Why should we pray?  Does prayer make a difference?  The 
overwhelming answer of Scripture is ABSOLUTELY!  Prayer 
transforms people and events (Luke 11:5-13).

E)	 How is this possible?  How can people cause change through 
prayer (James 5:16) when God has exhaustively predestined 
the universe (Ephesians 1:3-6)?

F)	 Clearly, the answer is a tremendous mystery for mankind (1st 
Corinthians 2:7, cf. Ephesians 1:9).  Somehow, God is able to 
“predestine change” in His universe.

G)	 These two things seem as opposites for the mind of 
mankind, but clearly they are not opposites for God (cf. 
2nd Kings 20, 1st Samuel 15:11 (note clarifying addition in 
15:29), Genesis 6:5-6).

2)	 An Important Interpretive Application

A)	 Just because we can read about and articulate God’s 
characteristics (His “omni’s”), does not mean that we 
understand how they work (Isaiah 55:8-9).

B)	 We observe what God has revealed to us, our view is limited 
(1st Corinthians 13:12).  God knows and observes everything, 
He is the limitless “omni-” creator (Isaiah 40:28).

C)	 Followers of Jesus Christ should respond with deep security 
and confidence in the power and knowledge of God, because 
God is completely good and loving (Psalm 73:28, cf. Romans 
12:1-2).

3)	 What Is Changed By Prayer?

A)	 Clearly, prayer can change events.  What kind of events?  
Here are just a few...

i)	 Weather (James 5:17, cf. 1st Kings 17:1).

ii)	 Childbearing (1st Samuel 1:11, 19-20, 27).

iii)	 Politics (2nd Samuel 15:31, 17:14, 23).

iv)	 Rulers (1st Samuel 10:22, 12:19).

v)	 Military battles (1st Samuel 23:2).

vi)	 Long life (2nd Kings 20:5, Isaiah 38:5).

vii)	 Blessing (1st Chronicles 4:10).

viii)	 Healing (James 5:16).

ix)	 Life & Death (John 11:40-44).

ix)	 Salvation (Romans 10:1).

B)	 From small things to big things, from things with eternal 
consequences to things with short term consequences, God 
calls on us to engage Him in prayer (Philippians 4:6).

C)	 Jesus Christ taught that we should be bold and persistent in 
our prayers, not giving up but asking, seeking, knocking -- 
showing persistence (Luke 11:5-13).

D)	 While prayer changes events (which is important), God is 
most interested in changing the hearts of people (Jeremiah 
31:33, cf. Hebrews 8:10).


