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' l) A Mysterlous Chapter In Hlstory

A) The booR of Genesis is “the book of beginnings.” The stories of Genesis establish God’s patterns for creation and life (prior to -
the Fall of manRind); and the results of the cancerous intrusion of sin into the world (after the Fall of mankind). ‘

B) Genesis follows a logical progression from the beginning of all things (Genesis 1-3) to the poetically written pre-Patriarchal
Period (Genesis 4-11), concluding with Noah. The book becomes much more detailed with the introduction of “Father
Abraham,” and introduction of the “Covenant” (promise) between God and manRind (12:1-3).

C) The rest of Genesis details the Patriarchs (the fathers), “Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob” (Genesis 12-36). The last part of Genesis
focuses on Joseph, one of the 12 sons of Jacob (Genesis 37-50), and closes with Joseph’s death and mummification in Egypt.

D) In the midst of a clearly progressing story (telescoping from very broad to very specific), there is one chapter which stands ]
out as an oddity. Genesis 38 is the story of Judah (one of the 12 sons) having sex with Tamar, his daughter-in-law (it's Rind of
a sicko/wacRy story), by which she becomes pregnant and delivers twins. Why such a random and embarrassing story?!

!. 2) The Mystery Is Revealed

A) Each of the Gospel stories is written with an “audience” in mind, to reveal the identity of Jesus Christ to a large group of
people. For example, Matthew is written with a particular “Jewishness.” This is on display in Matthew 1, which records the
lineage of Jesus Christ, focusing on the royal heritage of the Christ (cf. Genesis 49:8-12; 2 Samuel 7:11-16; Micah 5:1).

B) The genealogy is not exhaustive, but is theologically pointed to draw attention to Abraham, David, and Jesus Christ

(Matthew I:1). The genealogy recounts both good and bad Rings, but most notably mentions five women culminating in Mary, :
mother of Jesus. Including women in male-centric genealogic culture was exceedingly rare, especially since all the women

had questionable reputations, and all but Mary were Gentile converts.

C) The message of God’s unconventional approach, inclusion of foreign nations, embracing of significant scandal, and choosing ’
ofthe Iesser over the more lmportant are aII examples of the scarlet thread of God s redemptlve message in Jesus Chnstl




