
Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow 
we will go to such and such a city, and spend 

a year there and engage in business and 
make a profit.”  Yet you do not know what 

your life will be like tomorrow. You are just 
a vapor that appears for a little while and 
then vanishes away.  Instead, you ought to 

say, “If the Lord wills, we will live and also 
do this or that.”  But as it is, you boast in 

your arrogance; all such boasting is evil.  
Therefore, to one who knows the right thing 

to do and does not do it, to him it is sin. 

 ~James 4:13-17 (NASB)

Visionary Discipline

1)	  New Year’s Resolutions

A)	 According to the U.S. Government, the most popular New 
Year’s Resolutions for 2008 are:

1)	 Lose weight and get into better shape!

2)	 Get out of debt and/or increase income!

3)	 Get a better job (measured by task and income)!

4)	 Eat foods which are more healthy!

5)	 Improve education/go back to school!

6) 	 Give up a habit/addiction (stop smoking, drinking)!
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Read the Bible in a Year Chart 
(Traditional Historical Chronology)

JANUARY 

1 - Genesis 1-4 
2 - Genesis 5-8 
3 - Genesis 9-11 
4 - Genesis 12-14 
5 - Genesis 15-17 
6 - Genesis 18-20 
7 - Genesis 21, 22 
8 - Job 1-7 
9 - Job 8-14 
10 - Job 15-22 
11 - Job 23-31 
12 - Job 32-37 
13 - Job 38-42 
14 - Genesis 23-25 
15 - Genesis 26-28 
16 - Genesis 29-33 
17 - Genesis 34-36 
18 - Genesis 37-41 
19 - Genesis 42-45 
20 - Genesis 46-50 
21 - Exodus 1-4 
22 - Exodus 5-11 
23 - Exodus 12-15 
24 - Exodus 16-18 
25 - Exodus 19-24 
26 - Exodus 25-28 
27 - Exodus 29-31 
28 - Exodus 32-34 
29 - Exodus 35-40 
30 - Psalm 90 
31 - Leviticus 1-7 

FEBRUARY 

1 - Leviticus 8-10 
2 - Leviticus 11-14 
3 - Leviticus 15, 16 
4 - Leviticus 17-22 
5 - Leviticus 23-27 
6 - Numbers 1-4 
7 - Numbers 5-7 
8 - Numbers 8-10 
9 - Numbers 11-15 
10 - Numbers 16-19 
11 - Numbers 20-24 
12 - Numbers 25-27 
13 - Numbers 28-31 
14 - Numbers 32-36 
15 - Deut. 1-4 
16 - Deut. 5-8 
17 - Deut. 9-11 
18 - Deut. 12-18 
19 - Deut. 19-26 
20 - Deut. 27-30 
21 - Deut. 31-34 
22 - Psalm 91 
23 - Joshua 1-5 
24 - Joshua 6-8 
25 - Joshua 9-12 
26 - Joshua 13-17 
27 - Joshua 18-21 
28 - Joshua 22-24

MARCH

1 - Judges 1-3 
2 - Judges 4, 5 
3 - Judges 6-8 
4 - Judges 9-12 
5 - Judges 13-16 
6 - Judges 17-21 
7 - Ruth 1-4 
8 - 1 Sam. 1-7 
9 - 1 Sam. 8-12 
10 - 1 Sam. 13:1-16:13 
11 - Psalm 23 
12 - 1 Sam. 16:14-19:11 
13 - Psalm 59 
14 - 1 Sam. 19:12-21:15 
15 - Ps. 34, 56 
16 - 1 Sam. 22:1,2; Ps. 
57, 142 
17 - 1 Sam. 22:3-23; Ps. 
52
18 - 1 Sam. 23; Ps. 54, 
63
19 - 1 Sam. 24-26 
20 - 1 Sam. 27-31 
21 - 2 Sam. 1-4 
22 - 2 Sam. 5-7; Ps. 30 
23 - 2 Sam. 8:1-14; Ps. 
60
24 - 2 Sam. 8:15-10:19 
25 - 2 Sam. 11:1-12:14; 
Ps. 51, 32 
26 - 2 Sam. 12:15-15:37 
27 - Ps. 3, 69 
28 - 2 Sam. 16-20 
29 - Ps. 64, 70 
30 - 2 Sam. 21, 22; Ps. 
18
31 - 2 Sam. 23, 24 

APRIL 

1 - Ps. 4-6 
2 - Ps. 7-9 
3 - Ps. 11-16 
4 - Ps. 17, 19 
5 - Ps. 20-22 
6 - Ps. 24-26 
7 - Ps. 27, 28 
8 - Ps. 29, 31 
9 - Ps. 35, 36 
10 - Ps. 37, 38 
11 - Ps. 39, 40 
12 - Ps. 41, 53 
13 - Ps. 55, 58 
14 - Ps. 61, 62 
15 - Ps. 65, 68 
16 - Ps. 72, 86 
17 - Ps. 101, 103 
18 - Ps. 108-110 
19 - Ps. 138-141 
20 - Ps. 143-145 
21 - 1 Kings 1-4 
22 - Prov. 1-3 
23 - Prov. 4-7 
24 - Prov. 8, 9 
25 - Prov. 10-14 
26 - Prov. 15-20 
27 - Prov. 21-24 
28 - Prov. 25-29 
29 - Prov. 30, 31 
30 - Song of Songs 1-8

MAY 

1 - 1 Kings 5-7 
2 - 1 Kings 8-11 
3 - Ecc. 1, 2 
4 - Ecc. 3-5 
5 - Ecc. 6-8 
6 - Ecc. 9-12 
7 - 1 Kings 12-16 
8 - 1 Kings 17-19 
9 - 1 Kings 20-22 
10 - 2 Kings 1-4 
11 - 2 Kings 5-8 
12 - 2 Kings 9:1-14:25 
13 - Jonah 1-4 
14 - 2 Kings 14:26-29; 
Amos 1, 2 
15 - Amos 3-6 
16 - Amos 7-9 
17 - 2 Kings 15-17 
18 - 2 Kings 18-20 
19 - 2 Kings 21-25 
20 - Ps. 1, 2 
21 - Ps. 10, 33 
22 - Ps. 43, 66, 67 
23 - Ps. 71, 89 
24 - Ps. 92-95 
25 - Ps. 96-100 
26 - Ps. 102, 104 
27 - Ps. 105, 106 
28 - Ps. 111-115 
29 - Ps. 116-118 
30 - Psalm 119 
31 - Ps. 120-125 

JUNE 

1 - Ps. 127-129 
2 - Ps. 130-134 
3 - Ps. 135, 136 
4 - Ps. 146-150 
5 - 1 Chron. 1-5 
6 - 1 Chron. 6-9 
7 - 1 Chron. 10-12 
8 - 1 Chron. 13-16 
9 - Ps. 42, 44 
10 - Ps. 45-47 
11 - Ps. 48-50 
12 - Ps. 73-76 
13 - Ps. 77, 78 
14 - Ps. 79-81 
15 - Ps. 82-85 
16 - Ps. 87, 88 
17 - 1 Chron. 17-22 
18 - 1 Chron. 23-27 
19 - 1 Chron. 28, 29 
20 - 2 Chron. 1-5 
21 - 2 Chron. 6-9 
22 - 2 Chron. 10-16 
23 - 2 Chron. 17-21 
24 - Obadiah 
25 - 2 Chron. 22 
26 - Joel 1-3 
27 - 2 Chron. 23:1-26:8
28 - Isaiah 1-5 
29 - 2 Chron. 26:9-23; 
Isaiah 6 
30 - 2 Chron. 27, 28

JULY 

1 - 2 Chron. 29-32 
2 - Isaiah 7-12 
3 - Isaiah 13-23 
4 - Isaiah 24-27 
5 - Isaiah 28-35 
6 - Isaiah 36-39 
7 - Isaiah 40-43 
8 - Isaiah 44-48 
9 - Isaiah 49-57 
10 - Isaiah 58-66 
11 - Hosea 1-3 
12 - Hosea 4-7 
13 - Hosea 8-13 
14 - Hosea 14 
15 - Micah 1-3 
16 - Micah 4, 5 
17 - Micah 6, 7 
18 - Nahum 1-3 
19 - 2 Chron. 33, 34 
20 - Zephaniah 1-3 
21 - 2 Chron. 35 
22 - Habakkuk 1-3 
23 - Jeremiah 1-6 
24 - Jeremiah 11, 12 
25 - Jeremiah 26, 7-10
26 - Jeremiah 14-20 
27 - Jeremiah 35, 36 
28 - Jeremiah 45, 25 
29 - Jeremiah 46-49 
30 - Jeremiah 13, 22, 23
31 - Jeremiah 24, 27-29

AUGUST 

1 - Jeremiah 50, 51 
2 - Jeremiah 30-33 
3 - Jeremiah 21, 34 
4 - Jeremiah 37-39, 52
5 - Jeremiah 40-44 
6 - Lamentations 1-5 
7 - 2 Chron. 36:1-8 

Daniel 1-4 
8 - Daniel 5, 6 
9 - Daniel 7-9 
10 - Daniel 10-12 
11 - 2 Chron. 36:9-21 

Psalm 137 
12 - Ezekiel 1-3 
13 - Ezekiel 4-11 
14 - Ezekiel 12-17 
15 - Ezekiel 18-20 
16 - Ezekiel 21-24 
17 - Ezekiel 25-28 
18 - Ezekiel 29-32 
19 - Ezekiel 33-35 
20 - Ezekiel 36-39 
21 - Ezekiel 40-42 
22 - Ezekiel 43-48 
23 - 2 Chron. 36:22, 23;
Ezra 1:1-5:1 
24 - Haggai 1, 2 
25 - Zechariah 1-8 
26 - Zechariah 9-11 
27 - Zechariah 12-14 
28 - Ps. 107, 126 
29 - Ezra 5:2-6:22 
30 - Esther 1, 2 
31 - Esther 3-7

SEPTEMBER 

1 - Esther 8-10 
2 - Ezra 7-10 
3 - Nehemiah 1-7 
4 - Nehemiah 8-10 
5 - Nehemiah 11-13 
6 - Malachi 1-4 
7 - Matthew 1, 2 
8 - Matthew 3:1-4:11 
9 - Matthew 4:12-7:29 
10 - Matthew 8:1-11:1 
11 - Matthew 11:2-13:53 
12 - Matthew 13:54-
16:26 
13 - Matthew 17:1-19:2 
14 - Matthew 19:3-23:39 
15 - Matthew 24:1-26:2 
16 - Matthew 26:3-27:66 
17 - Matthew 28 
18 - Mark 1:1-13 
19 - Mark 1:14-3:35 
20 - Mark 4, 5 
21 - Mark 6:1-8:28 
22 - Mark 8:27-10:31 
23 - Mark 10:32-13:37 
24 - Mark 14-16 
25 - Luke 1, 2 
26 - Luke 3:1-4:15 
27 - Luke 4:16-6:49 
28 - Luke 7:1-9:50 
29 - Luke 9:51-12:59 
30 - Luke 13:1-18:30 

OCTOBER 

1 - Luke 18:31-21:38 
2 - Luke 22, 23 
3 - Luke 24 
4 - John 1:1-18 
5 - John 1:19-4:54 
6 - John 5, 6 
7 - John 7:1-11:53 
8 - John 11:54-17:28 
9 - John 18:1-20:31 
10 - John 21 
11 - Acts 1, 2 
12 - Acts 3:1-8:3 
13 - Acts 8:4-11:18 
14 - Acts 11:19-12:25 
15 - Acts 13, 14 
16 - James 1:1-3:12 
17 - James 3:13-5:20 
18 - Acts 15 
19 - Galatians 1, 2 
20 - Galatians 3, 4 
21 - Galatians 5, 6 
22 - Acts 16 
23 - Philippians 1 
24 - Philippians 2 
25 - Philippians 3 
26 - Philippians 4 
27 - Acts 17:1-10 
28 - 1 Thess. 1-3 
29 - 1 Thess. 4, 5 
30 - 2 Thess. 1-3 
31 - Acts 17:11-18:11

NOVEMBER 

1 - 1 Cor. 1-4 
2 - 1 Cor. 5-7 
3 - 1 Cor. 8:1-11:1 
4 - 1 Cor. 11:2-14:40 
5 - 1 Cor. 15 
6 - 1 Cor. 16 
7 - 2 Cor. 1-7 
8 - 2 Cor. 8, 9 
9 - 2 Cor. 10-13 
10 - Acts 18:12-20:1 
11 - Ephesians 1-3 
12 - Ephesians 4-6 
13 - Romans 1:1-3:20 
14 - Romans 3:21-7:25
15 - Romans 8 
16 - Romans 9-11 
17 - Romans 12, 13 
18 - Romans 14:1-15:13
19 - Romans 15:14-
16:27 
20 - Acts 20:2-21:16 
21 - Acts 21:17-26:32 
22 - Acts 27, 28 
23 - Colossians 1:1-3:4
24 - Colossians 3:5-4:18
25 - Hebrews 1, 2 
26 - Hebrews 3:1-4:13 
27 - Hebrews 4:14-7:28
28 - Hebrews 8:1-10:18
29 - Hebrews 10:19-
12:29 
30 - Hebrews 13 

DECEMBER 

1 - Titus 1-3 
2 - Philemon 
3 - 1 Timothy 1-3 
4 - 1 Timothy 4-6 
5 - 2 Timothy 1:1-2:13 
6 - 2 Timothy 2:14-4:22
7 - 1 Peter 1:1-2:10 
8 - 1 Peter 2:11-4:11 
9 - 1 Peter 4:12-5:14 
10 - 2 Peter 1 
11 - 2 Peter 2 
12 - 2 Peter 3 
13 - 1 John 1, 2 
14 - 1 John 3, 4 
15 - 1 John 5 
16 - 2 John 
17 - 3 John 
18 - Jude 
19 - Rev. 1 
20 - Rev. 2, 3 
21 - Rev. 4 
22 - Rev. 5 
23 - Rev. 6:1-8:5 
24 - Rev. 8:6-11:19 
25 - Rev. 12-14 
26 - Rev. 15, 16 
27 - Rev. 17, 18 
28 - Rev. 19 
29 - Rev. 20 
30 - Rev. 21 
31 - Rev. 22



7)	 Reduce personal stress!

8)	 Travel to a special destination/recreation & leisure!

9)	 Volunteer to help others!

10)	Be a better spouse/parent/family member!

B)	 Vision is an essential element of the Christian life (Proverbs 
29:18).  We engage God’s vision through faith in His Son, 
Jesus Christ (Ephesians 2:8).  Without faith in God, without 
His vision for us, we are hopeless (Hebrews 11:6).

C)	 Faith is made up of three elements in the Bible.

i.	 First, we must have faith in Jesus Christ through the 
teaching of God’s Word, the Bible (Romans 10:17).  This 
is the “content” of our faith.

ii.	 Second, we must “believe” that Jesus is Savior and that 
salvation is through Him alone (Hebrews 11:6).  This is 
what we “believe” in faith.

iii.	 Third, we must be “faithful” and live righteous lives 
(Romans 1:17, 2 Timothy 2:11-13).  This is how we “live” 
in faith.

D)	 In other words, vision and discipline combine together to 
produce “faith.”  They are inseparable in practice.  If one 
“has faith,” one will “do righteousness” (James 2:14-26).

E)	 Any “resolutions” we have (visionary disciplines) need to be 
submitted to “God’s will” (James 4:13-17).  The Bible calls on 
us to constantly improve our character and actions, but to do 
so “without arrogance, in the Lord.”

2)	 How Can I Know God’s Will For My Life?

A)	 If our resolutions need to be submitted to “God’s will,” how 
do we discover God’s will for our lives?  Can we know God’s 
will?  Is it possible to have resolutions which are in line with 
the will of God?  YES!!

B)	 Despite popular opinion, God’s will is not hidden from His 
people.  God has made His will abundantly clear in Scripture 
(Romans 12:1-2).

C)	 Historically, the writers and people of God did not “walk 
around in the dark,” confused as to the will of God:

1)	 Paul was an apostle by the will of God (Ephesians 1:1).

2)	 We find security in the will of God (Colossians 4:12).

3)	 The will of God is common knowledge and practice for all 
Christians (1st Thessalonians 4:3)

4)	 The will of God is so clear in Scripture, it is viewed as the 
polar opposite of mankind’s unstable and unpredictable 
ways (1st Peter 2:15, 4:1-6).

3)	 The One Great Source For Knowing God’s Will

A)	 God has made His will clearly known through the written 
Word of God, the Bible, the Scriptures (2nd Timothy 3:16-17).  
We are called to know God’s Word (2nd Timothy 2:15) and be 
sanctified by God’s Word (John 17:17).

B)	 As we contemplate resolutions for the New Year, will you 
make it your top priority to read God’s Word in order to 
discover God’s Will?  Remember, faith has biblical content, 
biblical faith, and biblical actions.  “Whatever is not from faith 
is sin!” (Romans 14:23).  Dig into God’s Word this year!


