Do not be afraid; for behold, I bring you good
news of great joy which will be for all the people;

for today in the city of David there has been born

for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. This will

be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in
cloths and lying in a manger.

~Luke 2:10-12 (NASB)

1) The Promises Are For All People

A) The miraculous virgin birth of Jesus Christ (Isaiah 7:14; Matthew
1:18-25, 24-25; Luke 1:26-35) in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2, cf. Matthew
2:1, John 7:42) was the fulfillment of promises which God had
made through history to the Jews (Genesis 3:15, 12:1-3, 17:1-8).

B) The “Good News” of Jesus Christ (Gospel) was not limited to the
Jewish people alone, but was also (as promised, cf. Isaiah 9:2-7)
“for all people” (Luke 2:10, cf. Galatians 3:28).

2) The Promise Of Christmas

A) The marvelous story of Jesus Christ’s miraculous birth is
magnificently recorded in Luke 2:1-20. Jesus Christ truly is ‘God
with Us’ (Isaiah 7:14, Matthew 1:23).

B) Caesar Augustus* is portrayed by Luke as an unwitting agent of
God (Luke 2:1). His decree makes it possible for Joseph and Mary
to travel to Bethlehem, the town of the royal-line of David (1*
Samuel 17:12).
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C) The purpose of a census was to make an assessment for taxes
and for Roman citizens, to assure registration for military service.
Church history tells us that it was Jewish custom to travel back to
your hometown for a census (2:3).

D) Joseph returns with Mary to Bethlehem because he is of the line
of King David (2:4). During this time in Bethlehem, Mary delivers
her firstborn son, Jesus (2:6).

E) Thereferenceto
an “inn” in Luke
2:7 was most
probably the
main guest room
in the family
home of Joseph
(cf., Luke 22:11)t.
The manger was
almost certainly
a feeding trough
located in the
lower area of
the home.

* One of the most significant historical issues in all of the Bible is located here in Luke
2:1-7. The association of a census taken during the governorship in Syria of Quirinius
is widely debated. Historically speaking, there is no evidence of such a census ever
being conducted during the time of Caesar Augustus, and the only census historically
recorded during Quirinius’ reign was in A.D. 6 and is well documented because it caused
widespread revolt. Further, the Roman census of Jesus' time would not require Joseph
to go to Bethlehem, as Roman census’ never required this kind of “hometown travel.”
In fact, historical records show that Quirinius was not a governor in Syria during the time
when Jesus was born.  The answers to these objections are lengthy, and not appropriate
for a simple footnote. | would direct you to Darrell L. Bock’s “Excursus #2” (pages
903-909) from Luke 1:1-9:50, Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament, for a
more thorough discussion. | have made several copies of this selected section available
in the lobby this morning, please take a copy for further study. Suffice it to say though,
for our purposes here, that a census during the reign of Augustus, and a Jewish-styled
census (which would require Joseph to travel to Bethlehem), along with the impending
birth of Jesus (making Mary's travel more necessary), and a lower governmental role for
Quirinius which could have placed himin a position to have administrated more than just
the census of A.D. 6, are all historically plausible explanations for Luke’s recording of the
facts in Luke 2. As Bock notes, “it is clear that the relegation of Luke 2:2 to the category
of historical error is premature and erroneous.” | would conclude this note with a final
thought... When sharing the message of the Good News with others, these types of
opposing objections can be presented with great intellectual force and persuasiveness.
Do not be deterred by these compelling presentations. Check out the facts and historical
data for yourself, and | believe you will be satisfied with the content of the Scriptures.
The Word of God is truly sufficient for all we need (Hebrews 4:12-13)!
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